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Regional Image, Reality and Regional Identity Confusion :
focusing on the case of Hwaseong Dongtan New Town

Cho, Il Hwan*
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Abstract : Hwaseong serial murders are not now having any significant concern either with Hwaseong City or
Dongtan New Town, a region in Hwaseong City, both spatial and temporal manners. However, despite that,
people have come to see Hwaseong City with negative ideas as the mass media drove the people to do so. In this
study, how films and newspaper articles have created those negative images of Hwaseong City was investigated
and afterwards, residents and students living in Dongtan New Town had interviews on what they think about the
negative regional images. The study, then, worked on a mental map and others based on what it learned from the
interviews. Regional identity confusion is now being discovered out of the people's resistance against the negative
images of the city and through such research process described before, the study discussed this regional identity
confusion caused by living as residents in Hwaseong and living as residents in Dongtan New Town. In addition,
the study revealed sense of place of Dongtan New Town and aspects of the regional identity confusion with this
Dongtan New Town growing both with symbolic meanings as a place of murders, an awful crime, and spatial
meanings as another place of dynamic developments and improvements.

Key Words : reality, regional image, mental map, regional identity, sense of place
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