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The Characteristics and Evaluation of Local Social Enterprises and
Regional Development : The Case of Jinju City, Korea
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Abstract : This paper aims to examine the characteristics of social enterprises in Jinju City, Korea and to provide
policy recommendations for promoting the competitiveness of local social enterprises. There are 11 social
enterprises in Jinju City that are certified by central and local governments. The survey shows that the majority of
social enterprises in Jinju City are based on the local community and their activities are public in nature, including
supporting the self-reliance of local under—privileged class or contributing to local socio—economic development.
However, it is also revealed that local social enterprises have a great deal of difficulty in making a profit.
Particularly, they have much trouble with sales of their services and products, largely due to the vulnerability of
marketing and financial ability. This means that the local social enterprises are not capable of being viable in a
severe market competition. Thus [ suggest some important policy recommendation for invigorating local social
enterprises, including the reform of governance system, expansion of public purchase of the products made by local
social enterprises, and the facilitation of inter—organizational networking among local social economy agents.

Key Words : social enterprise, social economy, community business, regional development, Jinju City
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