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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to find the relationship between elementary school teachers' beliefs of inquiry and
science performance assessment. To collect data for analyzing elementary school teachers' beliefs of inquiry and their
practice of science performance assessment, the researcher was surveyed with elementary school teachers by open-ended
questionnaires and interview. The findings of this study were as follows; First, Most of elementary school teachers beliefs
of inquiry was shown as constructivist tendency. This view of inquiry involves watching and doing experiments, and
the skills of thinking processes, in which learners make their own interpretations rather than merely acquiring preexisting
knowledge structures. Second, for content knowledge, participants’ preception about the target of science performance
assessment involved assessing application of science knowledge rather than basic level of substantive knowledge. For
inquiry process, participants’ preception about the target of science performance assessment involved assessing the lower
level of inquiry rather than the higher level of inquiry. Most of participants was measured using a paper and pencil test
for the actual evaluation methods due to the ease and objectivity of the assessment, the lack of understanding how to
perform the performance evaluation process and method. Especially, participants who recognize that the higher level of
inquiry was used performance and informal mode of assessing.
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