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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the awareness of elementary school teachers on the socio-scientific issues.
Fukushima Nuclear Power Plant Accident was used by concrete issue connected with SSI for this study. Participants in
this study were twelve elementary school teachers studying at K University Graduate School of Education, located in
the central region, who underwent a semi-structured interview. The study method was the phenomenological research
method which is one of the qualitative research methods, and the interview papers had been examined by three scientific
experts. As a result of the study, it was divided into twenty six themes, eight theme clusters, and two categories, and
considered the thoughts on the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident, its influence on Korea, the relationship between
science and society as a result of the Fukushima nuclear power plant accident, interested in social issues related to
science, application in class, response from students and the influence on students. Teachers had a general understanding
of science-related social issues, but did not have much interest in the subject. However, they mentioned that to apply
the issues in the curriculum would have a positive influence and encourage scientific motivation in students and,
furthermore, helped them to develop the awareness of science in their surroundings. A greater interest in socio-scientific
issues need to require from teachers and, through including these issues in the curriculum, we should have positive
influence in developing science education.
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Table 1. Interview questions

o Aol BT BYHA AT FRA YT FHOE 177

Interview stage

Interview Questions

¢. Have you ever encountered social issues related to science during course of education?

Life Historic Comprehension

a. Do you know about Nuclear Power Plant Accident? (Knew how?)
b. Have you ever been educated, or be introduced about Nuclear Power Plant Accident? If yes,

by whom and through what method did you receive?

f. Do you think that Nuclear Power Plant Accident damages in our country?
Present detailed Comprehension d. Explain about Nuclear Power Plant Accident.
e. How are your ideas about Nuclear Power Plant Accident ?

j- Do you read the published articles about social issue related to science with interest?
g. What do you feel through Nuclear Power Plant Accident ?

Self-examination of Meaning
Accident?

h. What do you think of connection between science and society through Nuclear Power Plant

i. How much interest and recognition do you have social issues related to science?
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Table 2. Elementary teachers’ perception towards Socio-Scientific Issue

Category Theme Clusters Theme
Cognition Channel of - .
et - I came to a knowledge through mass media like a TV, internet etc.
Nuclear Power Plant . L .
. - I have never receivedtrainingorintroduction.
Accident
- I felt anxiety, fear, and threatened.
- I was have a negative stance on nuclear power
- I thought what was made for humans damage to humans.
Cognition of Anxiety about the Nuclear - It had to have awareness.

Nuclear Power Power Plant Accident

Plant Accident

I felt it was necessary to develop environmentally friendly alternative energy.
It was an example to me.

It seems to me impact in terms of economic.

I thought that it damage environmentally , because Korea is closer to Japan

Feeling about Relation of
Science and Society
through Nuclear Power
Plant Accident

of society.

The development of society takes place on the basis of the development of science.
Science is a very close relationship with the society to interact each other
It should be attracted a lot of investment on the science eduction for a development

Interest in SSI

I looked up to teach students.
1 was interested, but did not find intentional.
I'm not interested.

the class.

Opinion about SSI That Is
Applying on Present
Education Courses

class.

Application of
SSI

I introduced students to a news or newspaper related to SSI to motivate during
I applied to a discussion, role-play, and investigation presentation etc to a related
I can not accept the time. Because the curriculum is tighten

I like science. But did not apply SSL
It was introduced to a lot of SSI but a interest in a science is still low.

- An articles of science is too difficult to learn.

- Students are interested in SSI

Students’ interest in SSI

- Students were not interested in science. However, SSI was putting out an interesting,

- SSI will help motivate.
- Students interested in science in related to a real life.
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