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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine the research characteristics and the trend of the Journal of the
Korean Society of Clinical Toxicology by bibliometric analysis.

Methods: This study was a retrospective quantitative literature review of the publications. We collected data from
the internet homepage of the Korean Society of Clinical Toxicology. Among 228 publications, a total of 225 articles
were included in this analysis. The data were analyzed from different perspectives, including article types, study
design, number of authors, type of toxic material, and the top five ranking prolific authors and the affiliated organiza-
tion were identified.

Results: A total of 225 articles were analyzed; 98(43.6%) were original articles, 115(51.1%) were case reports, and
12(5.3%) were reviews. Among the original articles, nine were prospective studies and 89 were retrospective stud-
ies, which were assorted according to study design; there were two(2.0%) cross sectional studies, 93(94.9%) cohort
studies, and three(3.1%) etc. The median number of authors per article was five and the top five ranking authors
and affiliated organizations published 31.1% and 32.8% of total articles, respectively. The most abundant topic was
pesticides, followed by natural poisons and poisons encountered in the work place.

Conclusion: Since its foundation, the Journal of the Korean Society of Clinical Toxicology has published 19 issues
and 228 articles and has played a key role in development of toxicology research in Korea. However, low ratio of
original articles and a decrease in the number of recent articles indicates that greater effort is needed in clinical
research. In addition, further interest of many experts and various institutions is necessary.
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Table 1. Classification of the articlesin the Journal of The Korean Society of Clinical Toxicology by article type and study design

Type of article No. of articles % Study design No. of articles %
Original article 98 436 RCT 0 0
Case control 0 0
Cross-sectional 2 2.0
Cohort 93 94.9
Etc. 3 31
Case report 115 511
Review 12 53
Total 225 100 98 100
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Fig. 1. Authorship pattern of the Journa of The Korean Society of Clinical Toxicology.

Table 2. Top five ranking of most prolific authors and affiliations

Authors No. of articles % Affiliated Organizations No. of articles %
Eo, Eun Kyung 16 7.1 Ehwa Womans University Hosipital 21 9.3
Lee, Mi Jin 15 6.7 Ajou University Hosipital 15 6.7
Roh, Hyung Keun 9 40 Gangnam Severance Hosipital 14 6.2
Cho, Jun Hwi 9 40 Inha University Hosipital 14 6.2
Kim, Hyun 7 31 Konyang University Hosipital 10 44
Chung, Sung Phil 7 31

Choi, Kyoung Ho 7 31

Tota 70 311 74 3238
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Fig. 2. Types of article and number of the Journal of The Korean Society of Clinical Toxicology from 2003 to 2012.
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Fig. 3. Types of toxic substance covered by articles of the Journal of The Korean Society of Clinical Toxicology.
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