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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the relationship between the preschoolers” hostile attributional bias and
the narrative representation profiles. Forty five 4-year-old preschoolers (24 boys, 21 girls) participated in this study.
In order to measure the children’s narrative responses, MacArthur Story Stem Battery (MSSB) was used, and “a
cartoon-based social perception task” was used to obtain preschoolers’ hostile attributional bias. The data were
analyzed using descriptive statistics and cluster analysis. The results were as follows. First, the rate of hostile
attributional style of the subjects was 28.89%. Second, four profiles regarding the narrative representations of 4-year
olds were found including: Prosocial (33.3%), Constrained (42.2%), Anxious/Restricted (6.7%), and Dysregulated
(17.8%). Third, the rate of preschoolers’ hostile attributional style differed by the preschoolers’ narrative
representation profile. Children with a Prosocial profile showed a less hostile attributional style than children with an
Anxious/Restricted profile and Dysregulated profile. In conclusion, preschoolers’ hostile attributional bias is related to
the narrative representation profile.

ZFH(Keywords) : -0t k& o] E] B 4K (preschoolers’ narrative representations), 2t 4 7] <1 # &(hostile
attributional bias), ©]oF7] 243 T} A (MacArthur Story Stem Battery: MSSB)
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Table 1.
Classifying groups on the social perception task

Children attributed intentions
correctly in each of the 6 series.
Children in no case attributed
malign intentions.

Realistic
or
well meaning  Group 2

Group 1

Children misjudged the aggression
Group 3 directed at the toy structure (1I) as

well as unintended object damage (T ).
Children saw aggressive intentions

Unrealistic Group 4 in series IV.
or Children showed a predominantly
negative hostile attributional style. They saw

aggressive intentions in ambiguous
cases as well as clearly non-
intentional cases (series I and/or
VI,and T and/or IV).

Group 5
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Table 2.
The number of children classified as ‘hostile attributional
style’ and their percentage (N = 45)

. Gender  Boys Girls Total
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Table 3.
Descriptive statistics for content themes and performance codes by clusters of the narrative representations (Z score)
Content themes and Empathy/  Performance  Avoidant/ Dysregulated  Emotional
Clusters performance 7 warmth anxiety withdrawal ~ aggression integration
of the narrative codes (%)
representations M (SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD) M (SD)
Cluster 1 (prosocial) 15(33.3) .80(.78) - 52(42) -.76(.71) —.28(.68) 50(.65)
Cluster 2 (constrained) 19(42.2) -.37(59) .30(.62) .18(.88) - .32(.65) -.50(.58)
Cluster 3 (anxious/ restricted) 3(6.7) -1.80(47) 2.73(.84) - .27(.56) -.84(.12) —-1.80(.34)
Cluster 4 (dysregulated) 8(17.8) .05(.98) -.76(21) 1.09(.70) 1.60(.78) 92(.99)
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Figure 1. Content themes and performance codes by clusters of the narrative representations.
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Table 4.
Descriptive statistics for ‘Hostle attributional style’ by clusters of the narrative representations (N = 45)
Hostl Clusters l?ef Teeszr?g:iz‘r]; Prosocial Constrained ~ Anxious/restricted ~ Dysregulated
ostle P (n=15) (n=19) (n=3) (n=8)
attributional style
N 1 4 2 6
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Figure 2. Percentages for ‘hostle attributional style’ by
clusters of the narrative representations.
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