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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to analyze how social supports, such as family, teachers, and friends, affect the
school adjustment of children who were abused by their parents, and suggest the interventional solutions in order to
improve the social support system and school adjustment. 692 children, aged 4 to 6 in primary schools in Busan,
were chosen for the survey and all of them are currently under children’s service. Among the respondents, 485
children (70.1%) have experienced abuse, and neglect was the most frequent abuse experienced among them.
Neglected children were influenced by teachers, families and friends’ support in terms of social support for school
adjustments. However, the emotionally abused children were influenced by families, teachers and friends in terms of
social support for school adjustments. In addition, children who experienced physical abuse have been influenced by
families and teachers’ support. Support from friends has no meaning for them. As a result, this paper suggests that
an effective interventional solution will be necessary for the school adjustment of abused children. The effective
interventional solutions are firstly that neglected children require a high level of attention from their teachers and
teachers should encourage parents with parental education and counseling to be helpful for their children. Secondly,
emotionally abused children require strong family support through parents’ education for child development and
caring support programs. Finally, physically abused children need caring programs which develop supportive
relationship skills both with parents and teachers for their adjustment in school.
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Table 1.
General characteristics of the subjects (N = 692)
Variables Section N %
Male 333 481
Cender Female 359 519
4th 240 34.7
Grade 5th 224 324
6th 228 329
Living with Father + Mother 440 63.6
parents Others 252 36.4
Experience (s) Applicable 485 70.1
of abuse Non-applicable 207 29.9
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Table 2.

Differences in school adjustment and school support by the experience (s) of abuse (N = 692)

Children who has experience

Children who has no experience

Variable of abuse of abuse t-value
M SD M SD

School adjustment 3.0524 .38945 3.1908 37799 4319

Families” support 3.8333 86909 42114 69128 6.077***

School n 3

support Teachers’ support 34397 93597 3.6433 86622 2.677
PP Friends’ support 36834 92055 39517 80695 38357
*p < .01. **p <.001.
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Table 3.
Social support influence on neglected children’s school adjustment (N = 380)
Variable School adjustment
B B B B
Gender (male =1) -.049 —.104* -.049 -.105*
Grade -.127 —.165"* -.109 —.141*
Living with parents (father + mother = 1) 078 097 074 091*
Families’ support .100 230"
Teachers’ support .109 267+
Friends’ support 059 .143*
R? .049 338
AR? .049 338
F 6.400%** 31.685"*
*p < 05."p < 01. *p < 001.
Table 4.
Social support influence on emotionally abused children’s school adjustment (N = 279)
. School adjustment
Variable B B B B
Gender (male=1) -.098 -.119* -.083 -.101*
Grade -.063 -.125* -.056 -.111*
Living with parents (father + mother =1) 060 070 066 077
Families’ support 151 333
Teachers’ support 119 2747
Friends’ support 049 117*
R? .036 414
AR? .036* 378
F 3.376* 31.859***

*p <.05. *p <.01. *p <.001.
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Table 5.
Social support influence on physically abused children’s school adjustment (N = 269)
. School adjustment
Variable i B B B
Gender (male=1) -.111 — 220" -.100 —.197+
Grade -.145 -.175"* -.127 —.152*
Living with parents (father + mother = 1) 024 027 067 075
Families’ support 128 287
Teachers’ support .106 2727
Friends’ support 046 112
R? 078 370
AR? 078%* 2027
F 7466 25.568***
*p < .05. *p < .01. **p < .001.
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