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A study of infectious duck diseases in western
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We investigated the prevalence of infectious duck diseases using 156 ducks reared in 18 farms of west-
ern Gyeong-nam province. As a result, duck viral hepatitis (12.8%), colibacillosis (7.1%), and fungal
disease (9.0%) were detected. However, avian influenza and riemerellosis were not detected. During au-
topsies, we could grossly observed red swollen liver (12.8%), petechial or ecchymotic hemorrhage on
liver (11.5%), and fibrinous perihepatitis (9.0%). Gray-white necrotic spot (23.1%), swollen spleen
(22.8%), swollen kidney (20.5%), hyperemia or hemorrhage on tracheal mucous membrane (8.3%), and

nodule in long or air sac (9.0%) were also found.
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Table 2. Awareness level of duck farmers for diseases and pre-
vention

Awareness level Positive farms (%)

Very High 6 (33.3%)
High 6 (33.3%)
Moderate 2 (11.1%)
Low 4 (22.2%)
Very low 0

Total 18 (100%)

Table 3. The symptoms of ducks

Clinical symptoms Positive farms (%)  Positive number (%)
Ataxia 18 (100%) 123 (78.8%)
Neurologic signs 2 (11.1%) 20 (12.8%)
Diarrhea 12 (66.7%) 82 (52.6%)
Facial edema 5 (27.8%) 19 (12.1%)
Growth retardation 18 (100%) 130 (83.3%)
Died 18 (100%) 72 (46.2%)
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Table 4. A postmortem examination of ducks

L Positive farms  Positive number
Postmorterm examination

(%) (%)
Red swollen liver 2 (11.1%) 20 (12.8%)
Petechial or ecchymotic 2 (11.1%) 18 (11.5%)
Hemorrhage on liver
Fibrinous perihepatitis 12 (66.7%) 14 (9.0%)
Gray-white necrotic spot 8 (44.4%) 36 (23.1%)
Swollen spleen 13 (72.2%) 87 (55.8%)
Swollen kidney 12 (66.7%) 32 (20.5%)
Hyperemia or hemorrhage on 4 (22.2%) 13 (8.3%)
trachial mucous membrane
Nodule in long or air sac 12 (66.7%) 14 (9.0%)
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Table 5. Diagnosis of ducks diseases

Positive
Disease
Farms (%) Number (%)
Avian influenza 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Duck viral hepatitis 2 (11.0) 0(12.8)
Rimerellosis 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Colibacillosis 10 (55.6) 11(7.1)
Salmonellosis 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Fowl cholera 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Fungal disease 12 (66.7) 14 (9.0)
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