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Abstract

Discussion on the Strategic Priorities and Navy's
Coping in the Interwar Period Britain, 1919-1939

Jeon, Yoon-Jae

The purpose of this research paper is to revaluate the factors that
affected the Royal Navy's rearmament and preparation for war by
conducting analysis on the discussion held in the Britain on the strategic
priorities and Navy's coping measures adopted during the interwar period.
After the end of the WWI, each of the military arms of the Britain faced
significant difficulty in securing budget and increasing their military power
all throughout the interwar period, and the Navy was not an exception, The
WWII that got started on September 1939 was the turning point in which
this difficulty led to full-fledged crisis, Immensely many criticisms followed
after the war and problems were identified when it comes to the Royal
Navy's performance during the war,

This type of effort to identify problem led to the attempt to analyze
whether Royal Navy's preparation for war and rearmament policy during
interwar period were adequate, and to identify the root causes of failure,
Existing studies sought to find the root cause of failed rearmament from
external factors such as the deterioration of the Britain itself or pressure
from the Treasury Department to cut the budget for national defense, or
sought to detect problems from the development of wrong strategies by the
Navy. However, Royal Navy's failed preparation for the war during interwar
period is not the result of one or two separate factors, Instead, it resulted

due to the diverse factors and situations that the Britain was facing at the

* Combat System Officer, ROKS Park Dongjin, ROK Navy
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time, and due to intricate and complex interaction of these factors,
Meanwhile, this research paper focused on the context characterized by
‘strategic selection and setting up of priorities’ among the various factors
to conduct analysis on the Navy's rearmament by linking it with the
discussion held at the time on setting up strategic priorities, and sought
to demonstrate that the Navy Department’s inadequate countermeasures
developed during this process waned Royal Navy's position,

After the end of WWI, each of the military arms continued to compete
for the limited resources and budget all throughout the interwar period,
and this type of competition amidst the situation in which the economic
situation of Britain was still unstable, made prioritization when it comes to
the allocation of resources and setting up of the priorities when it comes to
the military power build-up, inevitable, Amidst this situation, the RAF was
able to secure resources first and foremost, encouraged by the conviction of
some politicians who were affected by the ‘theory of aerial threat’ and who
believed that curtailing potential attack with the Air Force would be means
to secure national security at comparatively lower cost, In response, Navy
successfully defended the need for the existence of Navy despite the
advancement of the aerial power, by emphasizing that the Britain's
livelihood depends on trade and on the maintenance of maritime traffic,

Despite this countermeasuring logic, however, Navy's role was still
limited to the defense of overseas territory and to the fleet run-off instead
of sea traffic route production when it comes to the specific power build-up
plan, and did not understand the situation in which financial and economic
factors gained greater importance when it comes to the setting up of
strategic priorities, As a result, Navy's plan to build its powers was met
with continual resistance of the Treasury Department, and lost the
opportunity to re-gain the status of ‘senior service that it had enjoyed in
the past during the competition for strategic prioritization, Given that the
strategic and economic situation that Korea faces today is not very
different from that of the Britain during the interwar period, our Navy too

should leverage the lessons learned from the Royal Navy to make the effort
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to secure viable position when it comes to the setting of priorities in case
of national defense strategy by presenting the basis on why maritime
coping should be prioritized among the numerous other threats, and by
developing the measures for securing the powers needed effectively amidst

the limited resources.
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