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Abstract

Strategic Approaches and the Role of Naval
Forces to Counter Increasing Maritime Threats

Park Chang-Kwoun®

South Korean national security strategy should be developed to
effectively handle and counter increasing maritime threats and challenges,
There are three major maritime threats South Korea faces today, maritime
disputes on the EEZ boundary and Dokdo islet issues, North Korean
threats, and international maritime security,

Maritime disputes in the region are getting intensified and turned into
a military confrontation after 2010, Now regional countries confront each
other with military and police forces and use economic leverage to coerce
the others, They are very eager to create advantageous de facto situations
to legitimize their territorial claims, North Korean threat is also increasing
in the sea as we witnessed in the Cheonan incident and Yeonpyoung shelling
in 2010, North Korea resorts to local provocations and nuclear threats to
coerce South Korea in which it may enjoy asymmetric advantages, The NLL
area of the west sea would be a main hot spot that North Korea may
continue to make a local provocation, Also, South Korean national economy
is heavily dependent upon foreign trade and national strategic resources
such as oil are all imported, Without an assurance on the safety of sea
routes, these economic activities cannot be maintained and expanded,

This paper argues that South Korea should make national maritime
strategy and enhance the strength of naval forces, As a middle power, its
national security strategy needs to consider all the threats and challenges

not only from North Korea but also to maritime security, This is not a matter

* Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Defense Analyses
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of choice but a mandate for national survival and prosperity, This paper
discusses the importance of maritime security, changing characteristics of
maritime threats and challenges, regional maritime disputes and its threat to
South Korea's security, and South Korea's future security strategy and ways
to enhance the role of naval forces, Our national maritime strategy needs to
show middle and long term policy directions on how we will protect our
maritime interests, Especially, it is important to build proper naval might to

carry out all the roles and missions required to the military,



