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Abstract

Ieodo Issue and the evolution of People's
Liberation Army Navy Strategy

Kang Byeong-Cheol”

leodo is a submerged rock within a Korea's Exclusive Economic
Zone(EEZ) in the East China Sea with its most shallow part about 4.6m
below the sea level which has no specific rights for the EEZ delimitation,

The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
stipulates that any coastal state has the rights to claim an EEZ that
stretches up to 200 nautical miles from its shore, except where there is an
overlap with a neighboring country’s claims.

Korea claims that Ieodo is within its EEZ as it sits on the Korean side
of the equidistant line and the reef is located on the Korea section of the
continental shelf, China does not recognize Korea's application of the
equidistance principle and insists that Ieodo lies on its continental shelf,
According to UNCLOS, Ieodo is located in international waters, rather than
one country's EEZ as the two countries have failed to reach a final
agreement over the delimitation of the maritime border,

This study seeks to understand the evolution of the People's Liberation
Army Navy(PLAN) strategy as main obstacles for the EEZ delimitation
between Korea and China,

PLAN's Strategy evolves from ‘coastal defense’ to ‘offshore defence’,
since the late 1980s from a ‘coastal defence’ strategy to an “offshore
defence” strategy which would extend the perimeter of defence to between
200 nm and 400 nm from the coast, China's economic power has increased

It's dependence on open trade routes for energy supplies and for its own

* Society of Ieodo Research



imports and exports, China want secure Sea Lane,

PLAN's “offshore defence” strategy combines the concept of active
defence with the deployment of its military forces beyond its borders,
China's navy try to forward base its units and to achieve an ocean going
capability, China's navy expects to have a 'Blue Water' capability by 2050,

China insists that coastal states do have a right under UNCLOS to
regulate the activities of foreign military forces in their EEZs, China
protests several times against US military forces operating within It's
EEZ. The U.S, position is that EEZs should be consistent with customary
international law of the sea, as reflected in UNCLOS, U.S, has a national
interest in the preservation of freedom of navigation as recognized in
customary international law of the sea and reflected in UNCLOS, U.S,
insists that coastal states under UNCLOS do not have the right to regulate
foreign military activities in their EEZs,

To be consistent with its demand that the U,S, cease performing
military operations in china's EEZ, China would not be able to undertake
any military operations in the waters of South Korea's EEZ. As such, to
preserve its own security interests, China prefers a status quo policy and
used strategic ambiguity on the Ieodo issue,

PLAN's strategy of coastal defence has been transformed into offensive
defence, Korea's EEZ can be a serious limitation to PLAN's operational plan
of activities, Considering China'a view of EEZs, China do not want make
EEZ delimitation agreement between Korea and China,

China argues that the overlapping areas between EEZs should be
handled through negotiations and neither side can take unilateral actions
before an agreement is reached, China would prefer Ieodo sea zone as a

international waters, rather than one country's EEZ,

Keyword: leodo, submerged rock, EEZs, PLAN's Strategy, limitation to
PLAN's operational plan,



