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Abstract

An assessment of sanctions on North Korea and
the prospect

Cheon Seong— Whun”

The South Korean society has experienced many changes since the
sinking of ROKS Cheonan, The government reviewed its defense posture
and adopted the 5+ 24 Measure in its relations with North Korea, As a
result, the people of South Korea became more conscious of security
situations on the Korean peninsula while North Korea's economy suffered
badly, Meanwhile, the South Korean government has taken a flexible stance
toward North Korea in terms of exchange and cooperation since September
2011, The flexible stance was to manage inter—Korea relations in a stable
manner and relieve the hardships of the North Korean people while
preserving the spirits and purposes of the 5+ 24 Measure,

The UN Security Council adopted twenty—six resolutions and
statements on North Korea since June 25, 1950, They include thirteen U N,
Security Council resolutions including those concerning nuclear weapons or
missile programs, nine Presidential statements, and four press statements,
Resolution 82, the first U /N, resolution on North Korea, came when the
Korean War broke out, Resolution 825, the first one related to nuclear or
missile programs, was adopted in response to North Korea's withdrawal
from the NPT, Apart from these U N, resolutions, the United States has
imposed separate sanctions against North Korea,

North Korea's nuclear weapons program can be considered in
comparison with that of Iran in terms of the consequences they create for

the regional security, The Security Council has adopted six resolutions on

* Director, North Korea Research Center, Korea Institute for National Unification
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Iran so far. One should note that the resolutions on Iran have had much
stronger sanctions compared to those imposed on North Korea, That is,
while the North Korea case may be viewed as a more serious threat to
international security from the perspective of nuclear weapons development
or proliferation, tougher sanctions have been placed on Iran,

There are two approaches that South Korea should take in addressing
the related issues, First, we should aim to reduce the gap between
sanctions imposed on Iran and North Korea, It is difficult to understand
that a country with more serious problems is rewarded with lighter
sanctions, We should take measures through the Security Council Sanctions
Committee to make individuals and groups in North Korea that play a
central role in developing nuclear weapons and missiles subject to
additional sanctions,

Second, we have to change, Other countries in the international
community have become tired of North Korea's nuclear issue and now they
look to South Korea for initiative, We should correctly understand this
current situation and play a leading role within our capacity, Knowingly
and unknowingly, the notion that the North Korean nuclear issue may be
left to South Korea has been spread around the international community,
Although the situation is grave, we should try to open a new horizon in
ushering in the unification era by taking the initiative with confidence that
there is a looming hope ahead of us,

For these tasks, we should stop thinking in the old way that has been
ossified for the last two decades, We should not be pushed around by
neighboring great powers in dealing with North Korea related issues
anymore, we should take the initiative with resolution that we will play our
role at the center of four great powers and with confidence that we can do
it, Based on the confidence that the Republic of Korea has become a
country with enough capacity to take the initiative, we should establish a
'National Grand Strategy' representing South Korea's strategic vision that
the unification is the ultimate solution to the problems related to North

Korea's nuclear weapons program,



