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<Abstract>

The purpose of this study is to examine the variables influencing marital satisfaction of newly married men and women

who have been married for 5 years and do not have a child yet. Data were collected from 242 newly married men and women

who were living in Busan.

Major findings were as follows :

First, newly married men were more satisfied with their marriage when they engage in frequent pleasure seeking activities,

had high intimacy with parent of both families and had less communication behavior escalating marital conflict.

Second, newly married women were more satisfied with their marriage when they engage in frequent pleasure seeking

activities, had high intimacy with parent of both families, had mild depression, and had less communication behavior escalating

marital conflict.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of Men N=107
Variables Category n(%) Variables Category n(%)
20-24 2( 1.9) less than 1 year 21(19.6)
25-29 24(22.4) 12 30(28.0)
age 30-34 55(50.5) Df:gin 23 7( 65)
35-39 23(21.5) 34 16(15.0)
more than 40 3( 2.8) more than 4 years 33(30.8)
High school 7( 6.5) less than 1 year 55(51.4)
final Junior College 20(18.7) marriage 12 )
ducation level Durati 2-3 19(17.8)
education leve University 149(45.8) uration ) 5( 47
Graduate School 31(29.0) 45 3( 28)
unemployed/student 9( 84) under 1,000,000 7( 6.5)
Part Time 6( 56) 1,000,001-2,000,000 13(12.1)
Production 7(65) 2,000,001-3,000,000 32(29.9)
Sales/Service 6( 5.6)
Monthly 3,000,001-4,000,000 24(22.4)
Job Self-Employed 6( 5.6) Income
(Won) 4,000,001-5,000,000 13(12.1)
White Collar 37(34.6)
manager 1 0.9) 5,000,001-6,000,000 10( 9.3)
Professional 26(243) above 6,000,001 8( 74)
Others 9( 84) non-response 5( 2.1)
not yet 40(37.4) 1o gain 26(24.3)
under 1,000,000 22(20.6)
pregnancy abortion 5(47) 1,000,001-2,000,000 38(35.5)
first pregnancy 62(57.9) IMOchlZ 2,000,001-3,000,000 20(18.7)
““V’vr?fi Y 3,000,001-4,000,000 1( 09)
no 9%(898) (Won) 4,000,001-5,000,000 0( 0.0)
pregnancy
before yes 10( 93) 5,000,001-6,000,000 0( 0.0)
marriage above 6,000,001 0( 0.0)
non-response 1( 0.9) non-response 0( 0.0)
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Table 2. Demographic Characteristics of Women N=135
Variables Category n(%) Variables Category n(%)
20-24 10( 7.4) Less than 1 year 27(20.0)
25-29 46(34.1) 12 37(27.4)
dating

Age 30-34 66(48.9) Dusation 23 15(11.1)
35-39 13( 9.6) 34 20(14.8)
more than 40 0( 0.0) more than 4 years 36(26.7)
High school 7(52) Less than 1 year 64(47.4)
12 40(29.6)

Junior College 36(26.7)
Final marriage 23 20(14.8
education level Duration (148)

University 74(54.8)
34 6( 4.4)
Graduate School 18(13.3) 45 5( 3.7)
Housewife/student 44(32.6) under 1,000,000 8( 3.3)
Part Time 2( 15 1,000,001-2,000,000 23( 9.5)
Production 1(07) 2,000,001-3,000,000 59(24.4)

Sales/Servi 4030
ales/Service (30) Monthly 3,000,001-4,000,000 56(23.1)

Job Self-Employed 2( 1.5) Income

. (Won) 4,000,001-5,000,000 44(18.2)

White Collar 39(28.9)
manager 0( 0.0) 5,000,001-6,000,000 27(11.2)
Professional 37(27.4) above 6,000,001 20( 8.2)
Others 6( 4.4) non-response 5( 21)
not yet 38(28.1) no gain 44(326)
under 1,000,000 10( 7.4)
pregnancy abortion 4(30) 1,000,001-2,000,000 44(326)
first pregnancy 93(68.9) IMODthll}; 2,000,001-3,000,000 29(21.5)
n“;?fee Y 3,000,001-4,000,000 3(22)
no 115(852) (Won) 4,000,001-5,000,000 0( 0.0)
pregrr:;;é beefore yes 10( 74) 5,000,001-6,000,000 0( 0.0)
8 above 6,000,001 1(07)
non-response 10( 74) non-response 5(21)
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Table 4. Correlation of Newly Married Men’s Marital Satisfaction with Independent Variables N=107
Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. depression -

2. sexual intimacy -23% -

3. pleasure seeking activities -35%* 55** -

4. communication behavior escalating marital conflict 54+ -30* -25* -

5. intimacy with parent of both families -34* A7 A46** -30** -

6. parent’s marital happiness -18 .16 17 -23* 33%* -

7. marital satisfaction - 48 50+ 59 -50%* -56** 267 -

*p < .05, ¥p < .01

Table 5. Correlation of Newly Married Women's Marital Satisfaction with Independent Variables N=135
variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. depression -

2. sexual intimacy -39* -

3. pleasure seeking activities -41% A45%* -

4. communication behavior escalating marital conflict 50** -29* -38** -

5. intimacy with parent of both families -37* A4 50** -38** -

6. parent’s marital happiness -19* 28%* 11 -11 17 -

7. marital satisfaction -60** A8 65%* -59** 65** 10 -

*p < .05, ¥p < .01
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Independent variables
depression
sexual intimacy
pleasure seeking activities
parent’s marital happiness
Independent variables
depression
sexual intimacy

communication behavior escalating marital conflict
intimacy with parent of both families
pleasure seeking activities
communication behavior escalating marital conflict
intimacy with parent of both families
parent’s marital happiness

Table 6. Effects of Newly Married Men's Independent Variables on Marital Satisfaction
Table 7. Effects of Newly Married Women's Independent Variables on Marital Satisfaction

*p < 05, *p < 01

*p < 05
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