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<Abstract>

This study examined the variables that influence middle school students’ level of life satisfaction and tested a hypothetical

structural equation model relating the variables to middle school students’ level of life satisfaction. The subjects were 2,829

(1,411 boys and 1,418 girls) pupils who participated in the Korean Survey on the Familial Consciousness of Youth and Parents

(KSYC-Familial Consciousness) in 2010. Data were analyzed through frequency, percentages, Pearson’s correlations using SPSS

18.0 and structural equation modeling with AMOS 7.0. The findings are as follows. The proposed model, as revised, demonstrated

the effectiveness of an analysis of the structural equation model and illustrated that all three variables (fathers’ parenting behavior,

communication with fathers, self-concept) indicated a direct or indirect influence on middle school students’ level of life satisfaction.

Fathers’ parenting behavior had the greatest total effect on middle school students’ life satisfaction. Fathers’ parenting behavior,

communication with fathers and self-concept explained 59% of the total variance of middle school students’ life satisfaction.

The implications for future studies are also discussed.
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Table 1. Descriptive Statistics for All Variables in the Models (N=2,829)
variables M SD M SD
rational 3.58 417
fathers’ parenting behavior . 3.23 62
authoritarian 2.88 430
open 3.26 454
communication with fathers ; 3.17 .70
problematic 3.05 328
self-identity 3.51 549
self-concept 349 61
self-esteem 3.46 5.82
expectation meet 3.05 1.94
life satisfaction 3.15 93
satisfaction with current life 322 293
+ .
reverse coding
Table 2. Intercorrelations between Cariables in the Model
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. fathers’ rational parenting behavior 1.00
2. fathers’ authoritarian parenting behavior .09 ** 1.00
3. open communication with fathers 70 07 = 1.00
4. problematic communication with fathers 20 % 37 ** 31 1.00
5. self-identity 32 .02 35 ** 12 1.00
6. self-esteem 35 .02 35 .09 * 67 ** 1.00
7. expectation meet 44 09 ** 50 ** 24 % 40 ** 38 ** 1.00
8. satisfaction with current life 46 ** .09 ** 51 ** 28 % 37 ** 36 ** 84 ** 1.00
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Figure 2. Modified Model

Table 3. Path Coefficients between Variables in the Modified Model

path coefficients B ye SE. CR.
fathers’ parenting behavior - communication with fathers 8.18 71 171 4.79%*
fathers’ parenting behavior - life satisfaction 87 27 42 2.08*
communication with fathers - self-concept 44 35 .03 16.28***
communication with fathers - life satisfaction 12 26 .06 1.84%
self-concept - life satisfaction .06 16 01 5.84 %

*p < .05, **p < .001
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Table 4. Effects Decomposition of Each Variables on Life Satisfaction of Middle School Students

variables

bootstrapping

dependent variable independent variable

direct effect indirect effect total effect

communication with father father’s parenting behavior 71 71
father’s parenting behavior 41 41
self-concept

communication with father 35 35

father’s parenting behavior 27 36 .63

life satisfaction communication with father 26 .06 32

self-concept 16 .16
atlaL, g aatel Eﬁﬂxq T84S H53H71 98l boot- dojub= Hadrlel e T3] &9 BTt vre
strapping S 3 A3, ZE HEIE 01 30 A FAF AL A sl diF FAAHI A4 AL gL Ea
oz et AR AL <Table 59 2, A ¥ ot E Sed 444 FAA2E AV 299
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