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<{Abstract>

Discrepancy between Reading and Writing Equality Number Sentences in
Korean Language

Yim, Jaechoond

Teachers unfold a series of timeless mathematical symbols such as 5+2=7 in time by
verbalizing the symbols in classrooms. A number sentence 5+2=7 is read in Korean as ’'5
H3}l7] 2=(five plus two) 73 (seven) #Zt(equals). Unlike in English, 5+2 and 7 are read
first before the equal sign in Korean. This sequence of reading in Korean conflicts with
the conventional linguistic sequence of writing from left to right.

Ways of resolving the discrepancy between reading and writing sequences can make a
difference students’ understanding of the equal sign. Students would be in danger of
perceiving the equal sign as an operational symbol, if a teacher resolves the discrepancy
by subordinating reading sequence to linguistic convention of writing. This way of
resolving results in the undesired phenomenon of changing the reading expressions in
Korean elementary math textbook which represent relational notion of the equal sign into
other reading expressions that represent operational notion of it. For understanding of
relational notion of the equal sign, the discrepancy should be resolved by changing
writing sequence in accordance with reading sequence. In addition, teaching of
verbalizing the equal sign should be integrated with teaching of verbalizing inequality
signs.

Key words: mathematical symbol, equal sign, verbalizing symbols, reading symbols,
writing symbols, operational notion of equality, relational notion of equality
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