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Abstract

The Liability for Space Activity of Launching State of Space Object

and Improvement of Korea’s Space Policy*

Lee, Kang-Bin**

Korea launched the science satellite by the first launch vehicle Naro-ho(KSLV-1)
at the Naro Space Center located at Oinarodo, Cohenggun Jellanamdo in August,
2009 and October, 2010. However, the first and second launch failed. At last, on
January 30, 2013 the third launch of the launch vehicle Naro-ho has successfully
launched and the Naro science satellite penetrated into the space orbit. Owing to
the succeed of the launch of Naro-ho, Korea joined the space club by the eleventh
turn following the United States, Russia, Japan and China.

The United Nations adopted the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, the Rescue Agreement
of 1968, the Liability Convention of 1972, the Regislation Convention of 1976, and
Moon Agreement of 1979. Korea ratified the above space-related treaties except the
Moon Agreement. Such space-related treaties regulate the international liability for
the space activity by the launching state of the space object.

Especially the Outer Space Treaty regulates the principle concerning the state’s
liability for the space activity. Each State Party to the Treaty that launches or procures
the launching of an object into outer space is internationally liable for damage to
another State Party or to its natural or judicial persons by such object or its component
parts on the earth, in air space or in outer space.

Under the Liability Convention, a launching state shall be absolutely liable to pay

compensation for damage caused by its space object on the surface of the earth or

* This work was supported by the National Research Foundation of Korea Grant funded by the Korean
Government (NRF-2013S1A5A2A01018771).
** Emeritus Professor, Department of International Trade, Sangji University
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to aircraft in flight.

The major nations of the world made national legislations to observe the above
space-related treaties, and to promote the space development, and to regulate the space
activity. In Korea, the United States, Russia and Japan, the national space-related
legislation regulates the government’s liability of the launching state of the space object.

The national space-related legislations of the major nations are as follows : the
Outer Space Development Promotion Act and Outer Space Damage Compensation
Act of Korea, the National Aeronautic and Space Act and Commercial Space Launch
Act of the United States, the Law on Space Activity of Russia, and the Law concerning
Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency and Space Basic Act of Japan.

In order to implement the government’s liability of the launching state of space
object under space-related treaties and national legislations, and to establish the
standing as a strong space nation, Korea shall improve the space-related policy, laws
and system as follows : Firstly, the legal system relating to the space development
and the space activity shall be maintained. For this matter, the legal arrangement
and maintenance shall be made to implement the government’s policy and regulation
relating to the space development and space activity. Also the legal system shall be
maintained in accordance with the elements for consideration when enacting the
national legislation relevant to the peaceful exploration and use of outer space adopted
by UN COPUOS.

Secondly, the liability system for the space damage shall be improved. For this
matter, the articles relating to the liability for the damage and the right of claiming
compensation for the expense already paid for the damage in case of the joint launch
and consigned launch shall be regulated newly.

Thirdly, the preservation policy for the space environment shall be established.
For this matter, the consideration and preservation policy of the environment in the
space development and use shall be established. Also the rule to mitigate the space
debris shall be adopted.

Fourthly, the international cooperation relating to the space activity shall be



promoted. For this matter, the international cooperation obligation of the nation in
the exploration and use of outer space shall be observed. Also through the international
space-related cooperation, Korea shall secure the capacity of the space development

and enter into the space advanced nation.

Key Words : Space object, Launching state, Space activity, International liability,
Space policy, Space Treaty, Rescue Agreement, Liability Convention,
Regislation Convention, Moon Agreement, Outer Space Development

Promotion Act, Outer Space Damage Compensation Act



