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Nurse's Role Performance and Perception of the Importance of Role

among Nurses Practicing in a Cancer Care Facility

Chae, Young Hee" - Lee, Won Hee" - Min, Young Mi" - Shin, A Mi" - Kim, Hyang Mmi"

"RN, Department of Nursing, Kyungpook National University Medical Center

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to examine the nurse's role performance and the perception of the
importance of role among nurses practicing in a cancer care facility. Methods: A descriptive study design was
applied with convenient sampling of 175 nurses working at a cancer care facility in Daegu, Korea. Data was
collected using a structured questionnaire from July 1, 2013 to July 5, 2013. Results: Cancer care facility nurse’s
role performance score was measured on average 3.23+0.64. Oral medication was the most frequently per-
formed role, followed by encouragement, care related to medication, and pain management. The perception
of the importance of nurse's role was measured on average 3.31=0.35. Care related to medication was
regarded as the most important, followed by transfusion, oral medication, and intravenous & intramuscular
medication. Nurse’s role performance was different according to nurse’s age (F=3.21, p=.024) and current
practice area (F=3.73, p=.012). The perception of the importance of nurse's role was different only in relation
to current practice area (F=6.82, p<.001). Conclusion: Nurses practicing in oncology setting frequently
involve encouraging patients and pain management. Training programs designed to facilitate frequently
performed and highly regarded nurse's roles are required for nurses practicing in oncology setting.
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Table 1. General Characteristics (N=175)
Characteristics Categories n (%) Mean=£SD
Gender Male 7 (4.0)
Female 168 (96.0)
Age (year) <25 41 (23.4) 29.12£6.02
26~30 94 (53.7)
31~35 24 (13.7)
>36 16 9.2)
Marital status Unmarried 143 (81.7)
Married 32 (18.3)
Education Diploma 64 (36.6)
Bachelor 95 (54.3)
More than master's degree 16 (9.1)
Current practice area Internal medicine 77 (44.0)
General surgery 69 (39.4)
Intensive care unit 18 (10.3)
Emergency room 11 (6.3)
Years of work experience <1 5(2.9) 5.00£5.67
1<~<3 80 (45.7)
3<~<5 41 (23.4)
>5 49 (28.0)
Position Registered nurse 163 (93.1)
Head nurse 12 (6.9)
Completion the oncology Yes 47 (26.9)
nursing course No 128 (73.1)
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Table 2. Ranking of Frequency of Nurse's Role Performance (N=175)
Rank Categories Min, Max, Mean=+SD
1 Oral medication 1.00 5.00 4.6710.93
2 Encouragement 1.00 5.00 4.66+0.58
3 Care related to medication 1.00 5.00 4.6310.86
4 Pain management 1.00 5.00 4.61+0.82
5 Nursing diagnosis 1.00 5.00 4.49+0.78
6 Care for diagnostic test 1.00 5.00 4.44+0.73
7 Record identification & information analysis 1.00 5.00 4411083
8 Management of self esteem 1.00 5.00 4.31+0.79
9 Nursing planning 1.00 5.00 4.30+0.98
10 Anxiety management 1.00 5.00 4231088
70 Education for the other nurse 1.00 5.00 2.00+1.12
71 Management of man power 1.00 5.00 194+t1.18
72 Collaboration of the other institution 1.00 5.00 1.86%+1.09
73 Care for invasive diagnostic test 1.00 5.00 1.75+0.84
74 Spiritual care 1.00 5.00 1.72£1.01
75 Care for ventilator 1.00 5.00 1.69+1.28
75 Education for the other department 1.00 5.00 1.69+1.13
77 Care for sensory & perception 1.00 5.00 1.62+0.86
78 Care & counselling for sexual life 1.00 5.00 152+1.03
79 Dialysis care 1.00 5.00 1.48+0.89
Total 1.23 5.00 3.23+0.64
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Table 3. Ranking of Perceived Importance of Nurse's Role (N=175)

Rank Categories Min, Max, Mean=SD
1 Care related to medication 2.67 4.00 374+0.41
2 Transfusion 2.86 4.00 3.67+0.42
3 Oral medication 3.00 4.00 3.65+0.47
4 Intravenous & intramuscular medication 2.82 4.00 3.62+0.41
5 Circulatory care 2.00 4.00 3.62+0.42
6 Emergency care 252 4.00 3.02+0.45
7 Respiratory care 2.00 4.00 3.59+0.44
8 Care for ventilator 2.00 4.00 3.59+0.49
9 Care for pre & post operation 2.89 4.00 3.59+0.44
10 Record identification & information analysis 2.40 4.00 3.59%0.47
70 Face to face counselling 1.00 4.00 3.10£0.51
71 Collaboration of the other institution 2.00 4.00 3.06+0.54
72 Management of medical charge 1.00 4.00 3.05+0.58
73 Education for the other department 1.00 4.00 3.04%0.56
74 Spiritual care 1.00 4.00 2.99£0.58
75 Cognitive therapy 1.00 4.00 2.94£0.56
76 Telephone & internet counselling 1.00 4.00 2.92+0.60
77 Diversion & relaxation therapy 1.00 4.00 2.80%+0.57
78 Care & counselling for sexual life 1.00 4.00 2.80%0.65
79 Hygienic care 1.00 4.00 2.76+0.60
Total 2.26 4,00 3.31£0.35
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a>b
a<b

Scheffe

P
621
024
404
.396
012
.490
.396
4061

tor F
0.50
3.21
0.84
0.93
373
0.81
0.85
-0.74

3.35+0.78
3.22%0.63
3.30£0.59
3.30+0.55
3.07£0.80
2.84+0.81
3.25+0.65
3.14£0.58
3.30%£0.63
3.20+0.60
3.08£0.88
3.31£0.65
3.17%+0.65
3.43£0.48
2.71%0.46
3.19£0.33
3.26%0.64
3.30*£0.44
3.11%+0.78
3.24+0.64
3.08£0.57
3.17£0.58
3.25+0.66

Mean=*=SD
Eo]QJth(Lim et al., 2006). Song¥} Moon (2008)2] <13t
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More than master's degree
<1

Internal medicine
Emergency room
Registered nurse

General surgery
Intensive care unit

Male
Female
26~30"
31~35
Unmarried
Married
Diploma
Bachelor
Head nurse
Yes

No

Years of work experience
nursing course

Current practice area
Completion the oncology

Characteristics
Gender

Age (year)
Marital status
Education
Position

Table 4. Frequency of Nurse's Role Performance according to General Characteristics
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Table 5. Perceived Importance of Nurse's Role according to General Characteristics (N=175)
Characteristics Categories Mean=+SD t or F P Scheffe
Gender Male 3.48+0.43 1.32 189
Female 3.30£0.34
Age (year) <25 3.35+0.37 0.62 .605
26~30 3.29%0.31
31~35 3271043
>36 3.38+0.37
Marital status Unmarried 3.31%£0.35 -0.35 .730
Married 3.33%£0.35
Education Diploma 3.27+0.38 0.74 478
Bachelor 3.34+0.33
More than master's degree 3.30%0.30
Current practice area Internal medicine® 3.35+0.34 6.82 <001 a>b
General surgery” 3.30%0.35
Intensive care unit” 3.43+0.32
Emergency room” 2.90+0.16
Years of work experience <1 3.33%0.17 0.17 919
1<~<3 3.33%£0.37
3<~<5 3.30+0.29
>5 3.29+0.38
Position Registered nurse 3.31+£0.35 -0.28 784
Head nurse 3.34+0.32
Completion the oncology Yes 3.33+£0.33 0.46 045
nursing course No 3.30%£0.36
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