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Abstract
Considering the fact that quality of life(QOL) conceptually has objective and subjective attributes

but difficulties in measuring the subjective aspect cause a number of studies not to be balanced, this
study exploits AHP(Analytical Hierarchy Process) which has been used for systematic decision
making to include the other aspect. As the first step of the process decision making hierarchy model
is set by content analysis of the UNDP QOL index and additional review of previous studies.
'Improving urban QOL’ is a goal on top, 'Economical QOL’, 'Environmental QOL’, 'Social QOL’ and

"Physical QOL’ are dimensions of sub-goal(means objectives), and further decomposition follows.

AHP shows that the dimensions of economical, physical, environmental and social QOL scored
higher respectively. The aim of the model is to measure and prioritize the urban QOL in the two
case study cities. The final score of the each city could be computed by integration of relative
weights of dimensions for urban QOL. The final score of QOL for city A was 0.6642 and for city B
the figure decreased to 0.3358.

The method of this study could be used in stages of the process of urban planning. First stage is
when planners try to have a correct and reliable perspective from the existed conditions of the city.
Second stage is when the projects should be investigated to be confirmed for their efficiency. In
other words planners can direct the scarce resources towards the aspects of QOL which are more
important. And the results revealed that using AHP creates opportunity to involving the different
groups in the stage of criteria weighting so that the attitudes of local community could be integrated
well to the decision making to be suitable for a new paradigm of participatory and communicative

planning.
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