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In 1999, Wetlands Conservation Act was enacted for the domestic implementation of the Ramsar Convention in Korea.
According to the Act, wetlands have been managed by the Ministry of Environment and the Ministry of Oceans and
Fisheries(tMOF). In the field of coastal wetland of which MOF is in charge, starting with the designation of Muan coastal
wetlands as protected area in 2001, there are 12 wetland conservation areas up to 218.96km’. Even though there has been
rapid growth of protected areas, it is time to give attention to the effective implementation of wetland conservation policies.
This study aims to analyze institutional and operational problems related to wetland management and give some

recommendations for the improvement of the wetland conservation policy and legal framework.
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Study on the Institutional Limitations and Improvements for Effective Management of Coastal Wetlands
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Fig. 1. Change of wetland conservation areas

R

Wetland
Conservation Areas

1. Areas which maintain the primitive state of nature or having highly diverse life forms,
2. Areas where rare or endangered wild animals and plants inhabit or migrate; and

3. Areas having extraordinary scenic, topographic, or geological values.

Control areas adjacent to wetlands

surrounding areas of wetland conservation areas

Wetland areas to be improved

1. Areas where the damage to wetlands has been intensified or may potentially intensify
among the wetland protection areas; and

2. Areas having values to improve through the management by human works among the
areas where the state of conservation of the wetland ecosystem is poor.
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Table 2. Designation of coastal wetland conservation
area (as of April 2013)

Title Area(kr) Df;g;z:“si‘;w
Designated by Ministry of Oceans & Fisheries
(11 sites, 212.85km)
Muan 42.0 2001.12.28 (2008.01.14)
Jindon 1.44 2002.12.28
Suncheon Bay 28.0 2003.12.31 (2006.01.20)
Bosung-Bulgyo 10.3 2003.12.31 (2006.01.20)
Ongjin 63.4 2003.12.31
Buan 49 2006.12.15 (2010.02.01)
Gochang 10.4 2007.12.31 (2010.02.01)
Seocheon 15.3 2008.02.01 (2009.12.02)
Jeungdo 313 2010.01.29
Bongam 0.92 2011.12.16
Siheung 0.71 2012.2.17
Designated by Local Government (1 site, 6.11km)
Songdo | 61l | 2009.12.31

total 12 sites, 218.96ki’
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