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= Abstract =

A Study about the Perception of Scientifically Gifted
Students Regarding a Program for Gifted, Based on
Autonomous Learner Model

Seung-Urn Choe

Seoul National University

Eun-Sook Kim

Seoul National University

Miran Chun
Kongju National University

Hee-Won Yu

Seoul National University

Students' perception on a science program for gifted was investigated. The whole
program was designed in consistency and integrity based on the Autonomous Learner
Model suggested by Betts & Kercher(1999). 7th, 8th and 9th grade students were
enrolled in this program, offered by G Education Institute for Gifted(GEI) located in
Seoul. A survey was done to ask students' perception regarding the effect of the
program. The survey consisted of statements about the expected effects of the
program and students were asked if they agreed with the statements.

Most students strongly agreed that GEI's program has positive effects. Students replied
that they learned wuseful and interesting science contents, enjoyed meaningful
experience of cooperating with members in small groups, and were challenged by the
inquiry tasks.

They recognized that they were being trained to become autonomous learners. They
also said that their choices and decisions were respected, which resulted in positive
effects on their ability to negotiate or to inquire actively. These implies that
Autonomous Learner Model had been successfully applied. Although it was not clear
autonomy of students was fully grown, the possibility of becoming an autonomous
learner was evident.

Satisfaction level is higher for the older students, implying that the integrity in the

program gave accumulating effect. Students response showed that three sub-programs
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of GEI, the classes of each subject, conference at the end of the year and autonomous
learner training played equally important role for students to learn the process of
scientific inquiry and autonomous learning. This was a positive sign that the stra-
tegies for scientific inquiry and autonomous learning were embedded and integrated
deeply in the program.

The results of current research suggests that the integrity of a program based on a
specific education model for the gifted could provide better education environment for
the gifted students.

Key Words: Autonomous Learner Model, gifted student education program, perception of
the gifted students
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