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An Analysis on the State of Adjustment on Mathematical

Education for Adolescent North Korean Defectors

Yeon, Bo Ra® - Kim, Hong Chand

Abstract

By identifying the state of adjustment regarding mathematical education for adolescents
who escaped from North Korea and analyzing the relevant factors from multiple
perspectives, this study is aimed at finding improvement methods for their math
education adoptability. To fulfill such objective, this paper-reviewed the existing literature
and research, conducted participatory observation, collected and analyzed survey research
on math education adoptability for 43 students who are currently attending an alternative
school for North Korean defectors.

The results of this research are as follows: There is a serious pattern of
maladjustment concerning math education of adolescents who defected from North Korea.
The lack of basic skills in mathematical principles due to the gap in their studies results
in poor academic performance, particularly in the advanced stages of learning. In the
process of defection, environmental challenges, such as the loss of basic study skills
which naturally results from the gap in their studies and differences in the educational
curriculum between North and South Korea, are posing difficulties for these students.

Key Words : Adolescent North Korean Defectors, State on Mathematical Education,
Adjustment on Mathematical Education
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