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{Abstract>

Expenditure in ambulatory dental care and factors
related to its spending

Hyesung Kim®, Myeng—Ki Kim®, Hosung Shin™"
Seoul National University, School of Dentistry
Korea Institute for Health and Social Affaris”

This study estimates the total health expenditure of ambulatory dental care
and explores the factors related to disbursements. The study used two waves
of a 2008 Korea Health Panel (KHP) survey, of which each wave is composed
of 7866 households and 24,659 persons. The KHP includes missing expanses
of reimbursement data of the National Health Insurance (NHI), such as
out—of—pocket, drugs, and private health insurance. The study estimates total
monthly ambulatory dental expenditure and the sub—special categories of
dental care. For influential factors analyses, the study exploits log—linear
model with age, gender, education, job, equivalence income, the status of

chronic diseases, means—tested benefit recipients, private insurance, and the
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composite deprivation index as independent variables.

The total monthly outpatient health spending is estimated to be 102,468 won
per household, and for dental, each household spends 31,115 won per month.
Older age, means—test recipients, non—regular workers are more likely to
spend less money on dental care, whereas private insurers, high income, and
those who live in less deprived areas are more likely to spend more money

for dental services.

From the study we found that the KHP data are more suitable to estimate
the total amount of health care markets, especially when the NHI coverage is

low, such as for dental care in Korea.

Key Words © Health expenditure, Dental care, Health service utilization, Korea
Health Panel.
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