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Autobiographic Research on the Life of an Assistant Professor of
Science Education at a College of Education

JaeYoung Han*
Chungbuk National University

Abstract: What is the life of an assistant professor working at a college of education look like? The purpose of
this paper is to describe and understand the life of an assistant professor as a science education researcher and as a
teacher educator from exploring his life in a local national university. The researcher (I) conducted an autobiographic
research in which I reconstructed and reflected my life by myself. I collected data/records on the life of myself, and
developed a framework to classify them. The life of an assistant professor was categorized into the official life at the
university and the personal life, and the former was sorted into education, research, and service and the latter was
divided into personal and family. From the various profiles of my life, I found the main theme of ‘change’ and
‘learning,” from which I reconstructed my life in narratives. I can express myself as an assistant professor with ‘from
myself to others,” ‘balancing society and isolation,” and ‘increasing room to maneuver through continuous learning.” I
reflected my life and the role of a professor at a college of education, and discussed the educational implication of the

result.

Key words: life, assistant professor, autobiographic research, college of education, science education
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