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<Abstract>

Both direct and indirect courses are studied in this research to study the effect of fathers’ daily stress, child-rearing involvement
and marital conflict on children’s emotional intelligence. The participants were 281 parents of children aged between 3 to 5
attending 9 kindergartens in Seoul and the Gyeonggi-do, Jeolla-do, and Gyeongsang-do areas. The data was collected by the
questionnaire method. Collected data for the study was analyzed using the Structural Equation Model with the AMOS 16.0
program. The main points of this research are as follows: First, the direct course of fathers’ daily stress did not appear to
have a significant effect on children’s emotional intelligence. Second, fathers’ daily stress has an indirect effect on children’s
emotional intelligence through marital conflict. That is, the higher level of stress in the father’s daily life, the deeper marital
conflict that is found. And the deeper the marital conflict that exists, the lower child’s emotional intelligence that is shown.
Third, the direct course of the fathers’ child -rearing involvement did not appear to have a significant effect on children’s
emotional intelligence. Fourth, the father’s child-rearing involvement has an indirect effect on children’s emotional intelligence
through marital conflict. That is, marital conflict decreases as the father becomes more involved in child rearing. In addition,

the lower level of marital conflict that exists, the higher child’s emotional intelligence.
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Figure 1. Hypothesized Research Model
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Table 1. Model Fit Indices for Measurement Model
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Figure 2. Confirmatory Factor Analysis Model
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Table 2. Convergent Validity
Variables B B SE. CR p gﬁm AVE
Father’s Daily Stress 1 - - - - - -
Father's Activities with children 1 823 - - -
Child-Rearing Care and Coaching 1.037 859 .063 16.500 .000 977 933
Involvement 1y Jopmental Support 1032 885 061 16.963 000
Economic Factors 1 639 - - -
Third Party Relations 873 801 079 11.099 .000
Marital Conflict 955 844
Marital Relations 1.163 904 .097 11.975 .000
Individual 1.006 830 .088 11.388 .000
Others Control 1 744 - - -
Children’s Emotional ~ Others Awareness 1127 797 118 9.557 .000
Intelligence Self Control 712 479 102 6.952 000 8 i
Self Awareness 738 529 097 7.622 .000
Table 3. Correlations Among Variables (N=281)
Variables 2 3 4
1. Father’s Daily Stress
2. Father’s Child-Rearing Involvement 1
3. Marital Conflict 19 -.61 % 1
4. Children’s Emotional Intelligence 23 S Sl 1
Cronbach’s a 94 94 89
Construct Reliability 98 .96 95
AVE 23 84 83

p < .01, **p < .001
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Table 4. Model Fit of Research Model
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Model x* df TLI CFI RMSEA
Proposed Model 107.0 50 950 962 064
Competing Model 110.5 51 948 960 065

Table 5. Estimates of Structural Model (N=281)
Path B B SE. CR p
Father’s Daily Stress — Children’s Emotional Intelligence .098 125 .053 1.857 .063
Father’s Child-Rearing Involvement — Children’s Emotional Intelligence 025 .045 .050 495 621
Marital Conflict — Children’s Emotional Intelligence -155 -318 .049 -3.166 .002
Father’s Daily Stress — Marital Conflict 241 150 .086 2.808 .005
Father’s Child-Rearing Involvement — Marital Conflict -.675 -.602 .084 -8.016 .000
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**p < .01, *p < .001
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Control
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Children’s
Emotional
Intelligence

Others
Control

Figure 3. Structural Model

Table 6. Bootstrapping

Path Direct Effects Indirect Effects Total Effects SMC
Father’s Daily Stress — Children’s Emotional Intelligence 125 -.048** 077
Father’s Child-Rearing Involvement — Children’s Emotional Intelligence 045 192* 237* 124
Marital Conflict — Children’s Emotional Intelligence -318* - -318*
Father’s Daily Stress — Marital Conflict 150% - 150%*
Father’s Child-Rearing Involvement — Marital Conflict -.602** - -602** %

*p < .05, ®p < .01
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