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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the effects of children’s representations of mothers and peer
competence on preschool adjustment. 102 preschoolers (47 boys and 55 girls, aged 4-5) participated in this study.
The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and structural equation modeling analysis. The results were as
follows: Firstly, children’s representations of mothers had a direct effect on peer competence. Secondly, peer
competence had a direct effect on preschool adjustment. Thirdly, children’s representations of mothers did not
directly affect preschool adjustment, but their representations of mothers did indirectly affect preschool adjustment,
through peer competence. In conclusion, children’s representations of mothers and peer competence influence
preschool adjustment.
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Table 1.
Children’s age, gender and birth order (N = 102)

Variables Categories Frequency(%)
Ace 4 years old 45(44.1)
& 5 years old 57(55.9)
Male 47(46.1)
Gender Female 55(53.9)
Firstborn 46(45.1)
. Second 39(38.2)
Birth order Third 6(5.9)
Only child 11(10.8)
Table 2.

Demographic characteristics of children’s parents
(N=102)

Variables Categories Laher Ahahes
Frequency(%) Frequency(%)
20~29 7(6.9) 7(6.9)
Age 30~39 55(53.9) 75(73.5)
40~49 40(39.2) 20(10.6)
High school 37(36.3) 34(33.3)
Educati College 24(23.5) 23(22.5)
I‘Q‘fetllon University 39(382) 38(37.3)
Graduate school 0(0.0) 5(4.9)
No answer 2(2.0) 2(2.0)
Nojob/
Housewife 0(0.0) 46(45.1)
Service 8(7.8) 6(5.9)
Office worker 29(28.4) 19(18.6)
Job Manufacturing 2(2.0) 2(2.0)
Self-employed 28(27.5) 7(6.9)
Professional and 24(23.5) 17(16.4)
management
Others 9(8.8) 6(5.9)
No answer 2(2.0) 2(2.0)
1,000,000~
2,000,000won 20(19.6)
2,000,000~
3,000,000won 26(255)
3,000,000~
ngsehold 4000,000won 24(23.5)
HOmE 4 000,000~
5,000,000won 9(88)
Over
5,000,000won 21(206)

No answer 2(2.0)
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Table 3.
Correlation among variables (N = 102)
Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Representations of mothers -
2. Peer competence 371 -
3. Adjustment-prosocial 314 625%** -
4. Adjustment-emotional 342 705%** 563 -
5. Adjustment-peer 321+ 952%%* 6307 6277 -
6. Adjustment-self 253* 795" 410" 5157 765"* -
7. Adjustment-schedule 078 H47* 435 533 652 6407 -

*p (.05, *p {01 **p {001
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Table 4.
Model fit summary of research model
X2 daf X2/ df TLI CFI RMSEA
Research model 51.172 18 2.843 910 942 032
competence
327
Positive Preschool -
re presentations -04 adjustment
of mothers
28"
66"
‘ Gender differences ‘
Figure 1. Research model.
Table 5.
The direct, indirect, and total effects of relationships between variables
Direct effect Indirect effect Total effect
Representations of mothers — Peer competence 32 - 32
Representations of mothers — Preschool adjustment -.04 317 27
Peer competence — Preschool adjustment 98*** - 98***
*p {.05. **p {.01.**p .001.
@%LETE‘ E\I_]'é‘ﬁe]— E\I_t:ﬂ‘ )\fo 9‘11’,]— IV _1’__9‘] ol Az
27w 9] Aol AFENOUR Figure 1] AW TE R EE
B Bl FE ARATE B 2 oY VHE S & Aol A= W 4~BA| frokE tie R frobe] ofmy]
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