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Development of Contents for KFDA Drug Safety Information Website
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In-Wha Kim, Wan Gyoon Shin and Jung Mi Oh*
College of Pharmacy, Seoul National University, Seoul 151-742, Korea

Abstract — The purpose of this study was to construct database for a drug safety information website to serve as an access
point of up-to-date resources for a wide variety of drug-safety information helping patients and healthcare professionals
make well-informed decisions about medication use. All the contents developed were confirmed by the council of advisors
who were the experts in drug safety. The detailed contents of database on frequently prescribed drug including 9 NSAIDs,
19 antibiotics, 24 cardiovascular, 21 metabolic, 14 respiratory, 20 digestive, 22 hormonal, 10 genitourinary, 10 anti-allergic,
27 antifungal/antiviral, and 71 neuropsychiatric agents were developed based on the approved drug labeling of the Korean
FDA. A separately searchable database of drug-specific safety information for patients and health professionals was con-
structed for users in need of different depth of knowledge on using medications safely. The safety information on highly
prevalent chronic diseases and drug classes was also developed. Finally the most recent global drug safety news was pro-
vided. The consumer directed information was developed in layman’s terms as means of proving user-friendly information.
The creation of this type of website is part of the Korean FDA’'s ongoing initiative to address and promote the safe use of

medications for the public.
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Table I - Final numbers of developed contents on drug, drug class, disease and foreign drug safety news

Drug safety information Drug class information Disease information Foreign safety news

Neuropsychiatrics 71 13 11 92
NSAIDs’ 9 3 5 31
Antibiotics 19 11 11 21
Cardiovascular agents 24 8 7 45
Metabolic agents 21 8 3 37
Respiratory agents 14 7 3 22
Digestive agents 20 5 7 24
Hormones 22 10 14 38
Genitourinary agents 10 3 3 43
Antiallergics 10 2 5 37
Antifungals/antivirals 27 8 8 60

Total 247 78 77 450

*NSAIDs, Nonsteroidal antiinflammatory drugs.
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Fig. 1 — Screenshot of a webpage providing drug safety information
for patients.
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