e

Y

A

Ky o
o9 sclaice 00"
o 4

woloy| T 7

A Study on Ways to Activate Tourism through Gwangyang Maesil
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Abstract

Maesil began to grow in Gwangyang after the
old Mr. Yulsan Kim Oh-cheon brought 5,000 trees
of maesil(Prunes mume) from Japan in 1931
Today, Gwangyang maesil comprises approxi-
mately 25% of total national output. Gwangyang
produces a variety of foods, manufactured foods
and beverages using maesil. Besides, numerous
tourists came to the 15th Gwangyang | nternation-
al Ume Flower Culture Festival to enjoy the festi-
val and appreciate blossoming ume flowers. More
than 1.9 million people visited Blue Ume Flower
Farm in Gwangyang in the year of 2010. As many
visitors came to the city simultaneously, however,
there occurred confusion. So, it is thought that the
following measures are necessary to enhance the
tourism value of Gwangyang maesil. First, a sym-
bolic story for Gwangyang maesil or maehwa(ume
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flower) needs to be created.

Second, snack foods for sightseers need to be
developed. Third, diverse attractive elements to
prolong tourists stays are worth developing.
Fourth, it is necessary for Gwangyang to hold com-
petitions for ideas to activate tourism through mae-
sil. Fifth, Gwangyang needs to promote collabo-
rative development of tourist items and collabora
tive tourism marketing in close cooperation with
neighboring cities and counties. Finaly, it is worth-
while for Gwangyang to host an international fruits
and seeds exposition or exhibition and it needs to
strengthen active promotion and marketing suitable
for the Smart Age.
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