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Korea’s Global Science & Technology(S&T) Agenda
-A study on Internationalization of Industrial R&D for Korean SME-
Sang-Yun Lee - Hong-Joo Yoon™
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ABSTRACT

It is increasing the necessity of technology cooperation between nations, in the world, more and more. The international
cooperation for the technology development have the dissipating effect of costs and risks and encourage efficient use of the
knowledge and eventually help the firms better access overseas market easily. The S&T diplomacy of Korea is, at present, on
international S&T cooperation to secure technologies to strengthen base of science, technology and innovation. This tendency is
closely related with the governance issue in international S&T cooperation. And This international S&T cooperation is connected
with the internationalization of firms. But it is getting more difficult for a firm, especially smaller firm like Korean SME to sustain
the technological advantage over any significant period. The small and medium sized enterprises as Korean SME, internationalization
of R&D is difficult just to think in terms of one framework with the limited accumulation of informations and experiences. So
against that situation, this paper shows a new concept ‘SME co-ordinator’ as the role client(or player) reinforcing international S&T
cooperation, sustaining the technological advantage for Korean SME. And ’SME co-ordinator’ leads Korean SME to progress ’open
innovation” not ‘close innovation’ as well as serving adequate information about appropriate partners and capable employer to help
manage the international S&T cooperation for Internationalization of Industrial R&D for Korean SME.
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Internationalization of Industrial R&D, International S&T cooperation, Open innovation, close innovation, SME co-ordinator
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Table 1. Country type of technical level
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Fig. 2 The enhancement of national competitiveness

and key role of SME co-ordinator by increasing of
international R&D cooperation among scientific

technology diplomacy, international cooperation and

SME of Korea
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