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Factors Affecting Alcohol Drinking of Sixth-grade Children
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify factors influencing 6th graders’ alcohol drinking. Methods: Data
were collected by questionnaires from 524 6th-graders in G City. The data were analyzed using SAS 9.1.3
programme. Results: Of the children, 63.7% had no education about drinking, implying that drinking prevention
education is not done properly in elementary schools. In addition, 70.6% of the children experienced drinking.
Among those who had drinking experience, 24.9% experienced the first drinking before entrance into elementary
school and this was the highest percentage. Logistic regression analysis showed that the predictors are religion,
family type, mother’s drinking frequency, and alcohol attitude. Conclusion: The results of this study suggest that
complementing home environment and parenting education would be effective for reducing children’s drinking.
Also, it is recommended that drinking prevention programs for children should be developed in consideration of
various factors affecting children’s drinking including the factors identified in the present study, and the effectiveness

of those programs should be assessed.
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2 797} 24. 9% 7V gk Tehgol 25 ok s9hdel
7397} 21.9%F A8 Tt 55715 7[Ek] 78971 46.2 Table 2. Drinking-related Characteristics (N=524)
]:1}\2' =103 220 o) O =.3] Yo A
n= = ARSIl 2 & dal 5k e A A Characteristics Categories n (%)
o 7} Z¥Z} 40 .8% W2 7P e v e o} o
7k A7 A0.8%, 57.0%% 71 B & e & Drinking experience Yes 370 (70.0)
T FEES A & 97 51.60%E e AL S5 EE No 154 (29.4)
1d oy Aol gz 8971 68.6%, 1'del| 1~23]Q1 797 Smoking or drug abuse No 493 (94.1)
Yes 31 (5.9)
Table 1. The General Characteristics (N=524) Those who Drinking 6th 30 (8.1)
Characteristics Categories n (%) have ernk1ng onset 5th 81 (21'?)
experience 4th 72 (19.5)
Gender Male 261 (49.8) 3rd 49 (13.2)
Female 263 (50.2) 2nd 32 8.1)
1st 16 (4.3)
Religion Yes 142 (27.1) <Elem. school 92 (24.9)
No 382 (72.9)
Drinking Parent's offer 77 (20.8)
Life satisfaction Good 264 (50.4) motives Peer pressure 8(2.2)
Moderate 242 (46.2) Curiosity 114 (30.8)
Poor 18 (3.4) Others 171 (46.2)
School record Top 121 (23.1) Route of Home 151 (40.8)
Middle 354 (67.6) alcohol Friend 17 (4.6)
efierm 49 (9.3) access Store 72 (19.5)
Pub 16 (4.3)
Economic status High 89 (16.9) Others 114 (30.8)
Middle 420 (80.2)
Low 15 (2.9) Place of Home 211 (57.0)
: drinking  Friend's house 13 (3.5)
Monthly allowance <1 178 (33.9) Playground 1(0.3)
(10,000 won) 1~<2 201 (38.4) Others 145 (39.2)
=2 145 (27.7) Drinking  Self 9 (25.9)
Family type Both parents 483 (92.2) company Friepd 15 (4.1)
Sinele n: 4 Senior 1(0.3)
Single parent 1(7.8)
or others Parent 191 (51.6)
Others 67 (18.1)
Experienc.e of drinki.ng Yes 190 (36.3) Drinking Nonewithin 1 year 254 (6816)
prevention Education  No 334 (63.7) frequency 1~2/year 84 (22.7)
Father's drinking Never 110 (21.0) (times) 3<N S/year 14 (3.8)
frequency <1 time/month 91 (17.4) ; 1/ mon}tlh 1}} (i'?)
2~4 times/month 159 (30.3) Z:g/nontk 3 EO. 9;
2~3 times/week 117 (22.3) wee ’
>4 times/week 47 (9.0) Drinking 1~2 glasses 337 (91.1)
P ~. nece 24
Never 224 (42.8) amount g 2%,45%66 6 ©.>
P . ~0 glasses (1.6)
Mother's drinking <1 time/month 181 (34.5) 7~9 glasses 1(0.3)
frequency 2~4 times/month 92 (17.5) > 10 glasses 2 (0:5)
2~3 times/week 21 (4.0)
=>4 times/week 6 (1.2) Drunken None within 1 year 347 (93.8)
1~2/year 18 (4.9)
411 (78.4) experience  3~5/year 3 (0.8)
74 (14.1) <1/month 2 (0.5)
39 (7.5)
Elem. =elementary school.

Against
Indifferent
Approving

Parent's attitude to
children's drinking
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Table 3. Alcohol Expectancy and Attitude (N=524)
Drinking experience
Variables M=£SD Range Yes (n=370) No (n=154) t P
M=£SD M=£SD
Alcohol expectancy 1.61+1.43 0~6 1.70%+1.49 1.40+1.25 2.29 .034
Alcohol attitude 0.50%0.66 0~3 0.63%+0.69 0.18%0.49 8.90 <.001
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(N=524)

Eoi2- =2
Table 4. Factors Affecting Children's Alcohol Use in Logistic Regression
Variables Categories OR 95% CI P
Gender Male 1
Female 0.70 0.44~1.09 115
Religion Yes 1
No 1.67 1.02~2.71 041
Life satisfaction Good 1
Moderate 1.02 0.65~1.61 939
Poor 1.38 0.34~1.53 653
School record Top 1
Middle 0.75 0.43~1.33 .336
Bottom 1.44 0.58~3.57 427
Economic status High 1
Middle 0.77 0.42~1.42 .408
Low 0.92 0.21~0.21 917
Monthly allowance <1 1
(10,000 won) 1~<2 0.97 0.58~1.60 .890
=2 0.84 0.48~1.48 549
Family type Both parents 1
Single parent or others 3.42 1.27~9.18 .014
Experience of drinking Yes 1
prevention education No 1.03 0.65~1.64 902
Father's drinking frequency Never 1
<1 time/month 0.97 0.49~1.93 943
2~4 times/month 1.04 0.55~1.94 .896
2~3 times/week 0.65 0.33~1.27 .209
=>4 times/week 2.69 1.02~7.12 .045
Mother's drinking frequency Never 1
<1 time/month 1.66 1.01~2.72 043
2-4 times/month 0.33 2.81~14.27 <.001
2-3 times/week 0.64 0.20~2.04 452
4 or more times/week 0.46 0.06~3.41 451
Parent's attitude to children's Against 1
drinking Indifferent 0.71 0.36~1.39 321
Approving 1.44 0.01~3.42 .402
Alcohol expectancy 1.01 0.86~1.19 .828
Alcohol attitude 4.60 2.87~7.36 <.001
Smoking and drug abuse Yes 1
No 0.96 0.35~2.59 943
OR=0dds ratio; CI=confidence interval
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