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Observation and Record of Sea Turtles in Bycatch and Stranding

from Jeju Island of Korea
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Abstract

Bycatch and stranding of sea turtles from Jeju coastal water of Korea were monitered
from 2008 to 2009. A total of 41 sea turtles, consisting of 12 greens (Chelonia mydas), 3
loggerheads (Caretta caretta), 1 hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata) and 25 unidentified
species, were recorded and observed in those area. Reported stranding and bycatch
reached to a peak in August. The largest number of bycatch occurred in the coastal waters
around Aewol—eup located in northwest area of Jeju Island. Most of the bycatch were
taken by set nets and gill nets, which prevailed over the fishing grounds in the coastal
waters of the Jeju Island. It is suggested that an appropriate monitoring system be
necessary to conserve endangered sea turtle species in Jeju of Korea.
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[Fig. 1] Three species of sea turtles caught by
bycatch and stranding in Jeju island
during 2008 and 2009 period. A; green
sea turtle (C. mydas), B; loggerhead sea
turtle (C. caretta) and C; hawksbill sea
turtle (£. imbricata) in Jeju island

<Table 1>¢A 2d9] ZAL7|ZF &< &4
419t o] Bl AE FoA 7 Bol &3 H
Hzd TR FEIUAR(C myda) L2 12
mlelzh Bl A7At A4 TR H5
<Table 1> Species composition of sea turtles

observed in the coastal areas of the
Jeju island during 2008 and 2009

period
Species Year Total %
2008

Chelonia mydas 5 7 12 29.3
Caretta caretta 2 1 3 7.3
Eretmochelys imbricata 1 1 2.4
Unidentified Species 9 16 25 61.0
Total numbers 16 25 41 100
No. of species 2 3 3

A Z3E NA7MA E3ste] #EE AA RA
T 293%E AAFHROH, I goE HS
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23 fAE 200839 9vlE], 200934 16W}
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[Fig. 2] The number of sea turtles observed
monthly in the coastal areas of the
Jeju Island during 2008 and 2009
period
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[Fig. 4] The number of unidentified sea turtles

* observed in Jeju
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[Fig. 7] Place of bycatch and stranding of
green sea turtle (C. mydas) in Jeju
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<Table 2> Curved carapace length (cm) of
by—catched and stranded sea
turtles in the Jeju, Korea

Curved carapace
length (cm)
Mean Min. Max.
61.1 392 87.6
85.8 82.0 911
419 419 419

Species

Chelonia mydas (n=12)
Caretta caretta (n=3)
Eretmochelys imbricata (n=1)
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