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Abstract

International marriage is composed over 10% among total marriage in Korea. Korea is changing rapidly to the
multi-cultural society. The researches need to inquire into what the state of 'ethnic communities of the immigrant
wives as the minorities' is and how the immigrant wives build and develop the ethnic networks longitudinally. At
the beginning, this study tried to know what kinds of social networks the immigrant wives use for the process of
being married and for the adjusting to marriage and Korean culture. For the purposes of this study FGI and the
interviews were applied for the immigrant wives and the specialist groups in metropolitan city DaeGu. 18 interviewees
from Vietnam, China, Philippine, etc.. were collected by the snow-ball sampling.

The social networks of the immigrant wives in DaeGu were mainly private, but were deterritorialized and reterritorialized
actively. They managed the close relationship with their family members of motherland, and had the networks sticky
with relatives, friends, and other immigrant wives from the same countries. Even though they acquired the Korean
nationality, they have the transnational identities. But the internet environment of Korea can contribute to activate
the social networks for the ethnic communities of the immigrant wives.

Keywords: the married immigrant wives, ethnic communities of the minority, deterritorialization, reterritorialization,
the transnational networks.
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(Table 1) Needs Conflict of Multi-Cultural Society
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Existing Citizens

New Immigrant

Assimilation

immigrants  to
Needs £

adopt and

mainstream society rapidly

Have humanistic sympathy and efforts for the

assimilate the

Want to be acknowledge as a human and to
participate and achieve in mainstream society
irrespective of their ethnicities or culture from

existing citizens

Conservation
Needs

society

Expect the immigrants to respect and adjust the

rules, norms and lifestyles of new mainstream

Want to be recognized their own cultural

identities as a minority ethnic group and to

manage their own culture and tradition

*Reorganized based on research of N.K.Kim(2005)
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(Table 2) General Characteristics of Interviewee
. . religi- | way of . o
case age | education occupation . ethnicity families living togrther entry
on | marriage
wife 32 middle housewife buddi- ) remarried hus/exwife kids2,
1 . . arranged | Vietnam i 2003.10
hus 48 high business sm own kid 1
2 wife 25 ml.ddle translater no | arranged | Vietnam parents-in-law/hus/kid 1 2006.11
hus 37 high employee
wife 32 middle part time worker |buddi- .
3 . arranged | Vietnam hus 2006.9
hus 47 - taxi driver sm
wife 28 high part time worker |buddi- . . .
4 ; arranged | Vietnam mother-in-law/hus/kids 2 2004.12
hus 38 high employee sm
ift 2 iddl it ti k . .
5 Wiz l middle part e WORRer | no arranged | Vietnam hus/kids 1 2007.12
hus 44 college employee
wife 25 middle employee . divorce/ live together with
6 no | arranged | Vietnam . 2007.
hus 39 - Vietmaese
wife 24 middle employee . divorce/ live together with
7 no | arranged | Vietnam . 2009.
hus - Vietmaese
wife 41 high translater christi- ) Korean in )
8 X ) cousin ) own father/hus/kids 2 1997.11
hus 47 middle employee anity China
9 wife 33 mlfidle part time worker 0 friend China hus/kids 2 2004.6
hus 40 high employee
wife 35 college | part time worker famil Mongoli . 2000.12
10 no amily ongolia divorce/ daughter :
hus 42 - employee -
wife | 45 high e i Japan . 1995
) gion p .
11 hus 5 high ation hus/kids 2
0 wife 29 h¥gh housewife no | arranged China hus/kids 1 2007.9
hus 38 high employee
wife 31 middle employee . . .
13 . fi Ch d hus/kids 1 2000.12
hus 16 high self-employed 1no Tee ina remarried hus/kids
1 wife 36 college housewife cathol- ¢ Philioi huskids 2 20008
hus 46 high employee ic ree Hippine usacs '
wife 35 high chinese instructor .
15 junior no | famil Korean in hus/kids 2 2005.12
hus 43 self-employed Y China '
college
wife 43 high chinese instructor . Korean in . .
16 - no friend ) self remarried/hus/kids 1 2006.
hus 47 high China
17 wife 38 college cathol- famil Philino; hus/kids 2 2000
hus 47 middle employee ic amiy Hippine usads '
wife 27 middle translater christi- Korean in )
18 . arranged ) hus/kids 1 2006.4
hus 40 high employee an China
*F) & Z7|%A|E husband — hus2 E7|3
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