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ABSTRACT

While efforts to measure and monitor children’s well-being have gained increasing recognition
across the OECD, there has been relatively little research on the subject of indicators of children’s
well-being in Korea. This study was undertaken in order to develop the domains and indicators which
can be used to measure the quality of life of Korean children from birth to age 17 and to put forward
a possible well-being index for Korean children. The 35 indicators of well-being were grouped into
eight domains and were designed for this study, using previous research on key child indicators for
Korea and the child well-being index in foreign countries, such as the FCD-Land Index, Kids Count,
the index of child well-bing in the European Union and OECD area. These domains are composed of
the following : economic well-being, health, education, spiritual/emotional well-being, children’s
relationships, civic participation, safety/risk behavior, and housing and environment. The establishment
of a Korean children’s well-being index requires access to and use of national statistical data analyzed
annually by the government as well as a general consensus regarding such issues as scope and its

indicators.
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<Table 1> The Major Korean Child Indicators

EYEPEE 5 39
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4 BAS F1olold Axeks HeA o

Korean child well-being indicators

2006 Korean major child indicators

domain domain
indicator indicator
population child population
child population size child population
child population composition birth
safety

life & survival
hygiene
infant mortality
safety & accident

child abuse

occurrence of the child missing & reunion
child death caused by accident

school violence

health care
disability
disease
health

health
low birth weight rates
infant mortality
disability
body mass index
rate of going without meal
rate of exercise practice
perception of fatigue
perception of stress
discussion on the results of routine check-up

economic stability
child poverty rates
status of annual household income
secure parental employment rates

child poverty
child poverty rates
child medical beneficiary rates
child beneficiary

educare
learning readiness
child care center & environment
rate of educare attendance

education
rate of enrollment
school satisfaction
academic achievement

education & educare
rate of enrollment
rate of drop out
number of student per class
academic achievement
education right of disabled child
educare
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<Table 1> Continued

Korean child well-being indicators

2006 Korean major child indicators

domain domain

indicator indicator

. family structure & livin,
family Y g

family size & composition
family stability
child abuse

family composition

ratio of single parent family

ratio of birth by mother’s age
number of expectant & ideal child

social development
prosocial behavior
leisure time
civic right & the right to access information

child social engagement & life

computer using time
rate of volunteer activity
youth leisure activity
part-time work

social security
public assistance

social protection

number of children in protection
number of child welfare facility
number of adoption center and adopted

risky behavior and social environment
delinquency
consequences of delinquency
harmful environment

delinquency & deviant behavior

smoking rates
drinking rates
runaway youth
youth crime offender
youth prostitution site

Sources : Korean Council for Children’s Rights, 2001; Ministry of Health and Welfare & Social Welfare Research

Center in Seoul National University, 2006
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Adapted from “2010 Child and Youth Wel-Being Index(CWI),” by The Foundation for

Child Development, 2010, p.8.
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obso] AHNA AR QA4E BRI YeR] 2 T T o5 EL U2 F9| o}FE0] vl
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o £HE A= Aotk 1 e 399 T el A el Ao FA19 Eak] disiA
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B 7H8, o} Al AAF S0}, obF A, Lippman, McPhee, & Bloch, 2007).
Aad 24 A AP, s $E, HF u]=e] CWIS Kids Counts =7hje] o}F
Holx g A &= HhW)oZ T s F7sh7] fAg AES ¥, EU9t
Rom 7t = st 7} AEEh H47F OECDY] Aiw =7} 7F vl 913 ofs 4
EETE AT FY olsELS UE Y olsE A folth EUY obs AW Aiw 871 2371
Rt o & dopra lve S, At e 99 50 AEE 745 UTk(Bradshaw, et

<Table 2> Summary of the Major Child Indicators

FCD-Land index(CWI)

EU

OECD

KIDS COUNT

Family Economic Well-Being
(Material Well-Being)
Domains 1. Poverty Rate
and 2. Secure Parental Employment Rate
indicators 3. Median Annual Income

4. Rate of Children with Health
Insurance

Material Situation

* Relative Child Income Poverty
1. Relative Child Poverty Rate
2. Relative Average Poverty
Gap(the average gap between the
incomes of households below the
poverty threshold and the poverty
threshold)

+ Children’s Deprivation

3. Percentage of Children

Reporting Low Family Affluence
4. Percentage of Children Reporting
Less Than six Educational Items
out of Bight(The eight items include:
a desk study at, a quiet place to
study, a computer for school work,
educational software, an internet
connection, their own calculator, a
dictionary, and school text books.).
5. Percentage of Children Report-
ing Less Than Ten Books in the home

+ Children Living in Workless
Families

6. Children aged 0-17 living in

jobless households

Material well-being(ages 0-17)
1. Average disposable income
2. Children in poor homes

3. educational deprivation

1. Child Poverty

2. Non-secure Employment
3. Single Parent Families with Chil-
dren

4. Infant Mortality

5.Low Birth Weight

6. Child Deaths, age 1-4
7. Teen Births, age 15-17
8. Teen Deaths, age 15-19
9. High School Dropouts
10.1dle Teens
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<Table 2> Continued

FCD-Land index(CWI) EU OECD KIDS COUNT
Child Health
* Health at Birth
7. Infant Mortality
8. Low Birth Weight
+ Immunisation
9. Measles
Health o .
5. Mortality Rate(Ages 1-19) tliﬁﬂl;’;‘%dmhthma, perusss, and Health and Safety(ages 0-19)
6. Rate of Children with Very Good 11 Pol3 4. Low birth weight
of Excellent Health(as reported by 5. Infant mortality
parents) + Health Behaviour 6. Breastfeeding rates

7. Rate of Children with Activity
Limitations(as reported by parents)
8. Infant Mortality Rate

9. Low Birth Weight Rate

10. Rate of Overweight Children
and Adolescents(Ages 6-19)

12. Young people who brush their
teeth more than once a day

13. Young people who eat fruit
every day

14. Young people who eat
breakfast every school day

15. Mean number of days when
young people are physically active
for one hour or more of the previous/
typical week

16. Young people who are over
weight according to BMI

7. Vaccination rates(pertussis)
8. Vaccination rates(measles)
9. Physical activity

10. Mortality rates

11. Suicide rates

Safe/Risky Behavior
(Safety/Behavior Concerns)

11. Rate of Violent Crime Victim-
ization(Ages 12-19)

12.Rate of Violent Crime Off-
enders(Ages 12-17)

13. Rate of Cigarette Smoking
(Grade 12)

14. Rate of Binge Alcohol Drink-
ing(Grade 12)

15. Rate of Illicit Drug Use(Grade
12)

16. Teenage Birth Rate(Ages 10-
i)

Risk and Safety

+ Child Mortality

17. Accidental and non-accidental
deaths under 19

+ Risky Behaviour

18. Cigarette smoking: Lifetime
use 40 times or more

19. Drunkenness: Lifetime 20
times or more

20. Cannabis: Experience of use
in lifetime

21. Inhalants: Experience of use in
lifetime

22. Teenage pregnancy

23.15 year-olds who have had
sexual intercourse

24. Young people who used
condoms during their last sexual
intercourse

Risk Behaviour
(ages 13-19)

12. Smoking

13. Drunkenness
14. Teenage Births
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<Table 2> Continued

FCD-Land index(CWI)

EU OECD

KIDS COUNT

+ Experiences of Violence

25. Young people involved in
physical fighting in previous 12
months

26. Young people who were bul-
lied at least once in previous 12
months

Social Relationships

17. Rate of Children in Families
Headed by a Single Parent

18. Rate of Children who have
Moved within the last Year(Ages
1-18)

Children’s Relationships

* Family Structure

27. Single Parent Families

28. Step Families

* Relationship with Parents
29. Family meals around a table
several times a week

30. Just talking with parents
several times a week

* Relationship with peers
31. Young people finding their
peers kind and helpful

Educational Attainment

19. Reading Test Scores(Ages 9,
13, and 17)

20. Mathematics Test Scores(Ages
9, 13, and 17)

Education

* Educational Attainment

32. Reading Literacy Attainment
33. Mathematics Literacy Attainment
34. Science Literacy Attainment

* Educational Participation

35. Children aged 0-2 in regis-
tered childcare most recent year
36. Percentage of 15-19 year olds
in education

* Youth Labour Market
Outcomes from Education

37. Percentage of the youth

population not in education and

not employed aged 15-19

38. Percentage of pupils aged 15

years aspiring to low skilled work
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<Table 2> Continued
FCD-Land index(CWI) EU OECD KIDS COUNT
Community Engagement

21. Rate of PreKindergarten
Enrollment(Ages 3-4)

22. Rate of Persons who have
Received a High School
Diploma (Ages 18-24)

23 Rate of Youths Not Working
and Not in School(Ages
16-19)

24. Rate of Persons who have
Received a Bachelor’s Degree
(Ages 25-29)

25. Rate of Voting in Presidential
Elections(Ages 18-20)

Civic Participation

* Participation in civic activities
39. Young people’s participation
in two or more civic activities
(student council, youth organiza-
tion, environmental organization,
human rights organization, charity/
collecting money)

+ Political interest

40. Young people reporting polit-
ical interest

Emotional/Spiritual Well-Being
26. Suicide Rate(Ages 10-19)
27.Rate of Weekly Religious
Attendance(Grade 12)

28. Percent who report Religion as
Being Very Important(Grade 12)

Children’s Subjective Well-Being
+ Self-defined Health

41. Young people(11-15) rating
their health as fair or poor

* Personal Well-Being

42. Young people above the mid-
dle of the life satisfaction scale
43. Young people feeling like an
outsider or left out of things

44. Young people feeling awk-
ward and out of place

45. Young people feeling lonely
- Well-being at School

46. Young people feeling pres-
sured by schoolwork

47. Young people liking school a lot

Quality of school life (ages
11-15)

15. Bullying

16. Liking school

Educational well-being

(ages 15-19)

17. Average mean literacy score
18. Literacy inequality

19. Youth not in employment,
education or training

Housing and Environment
* Overcrowding

48. Rooms per person in
households with children

Housing and Environment
(ages 0-17)

20. Overcrowding

21. Quality of the Local Environ-
ment
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<Table 2> Continued

FCD-Land index(CWI) EU

OECD KIDS COUNT

* Local Environment and Space
49. Percentage of households with
children that think it is unsafe or

very unsafe to walk around in

their area

50. Percentage of households with
children under 15 scoring six or

more on a scale of physical

environment problems

* Housing Problems

51. Percentage of households with
children under 15 reporting at least
two housing problems (shortage
of space, ot in windows, floors or
doors, dampyleaks, and lack of an

indoor flushing toilet)
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o] AFYES Table 20 AAE nle} 2o
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<Table 3> Korean child well-being indicator

E7}F AldA o] miZoltk.

No  Domain Indicator Age 2006 Korean Major Korean Survey for 2010
Child Indicator Child and Youth Youth Statistics
_ Child poverty rates all 8.79 78
Beonomic "y el bencficiary rates all 419485 786,269
well-being
Secure parental employment all
Rate of infant mortality 0 4.6
. . 82.6(0-2)
R f fi -
atio of breast feeding 0-3 7406-5)
(96.8/compulsory,
Rate of vaccination 0-4 76 2fcompulsory *option/0-2)
(97.0/compulsory,
2 Health 69.4/compulsory+option/3-5)
BMI all Range of BMI
. . 25.1(30min/day,
Rate of exercise practice 12-17 19.8 54.8 150 minfweek)
. . Protein 75-85/vegetable
Diet qualit 12-17 . .
et quatty 50-80/dairy 70-90/fruit 55-70
Health evaluation 12-17
Rate of enrollment 5-17  Rate of enrollment
0.7(middle school)
Rate of drop out 6-17 0.8(high school)
2.8(vocational high)
. . 62.8(0-2
Reading experience 0-5 " 323_5;
3 Education NEET rates 15-17
International 750-11)
Academic achievement 6-17 . 6.9(12-18)
Comparison data ) o .
(10point scalefsubjective evaluation)
3.4(9-11)
Quality of school life 6-17 3.1(12-18)

(4point scale)
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<Table 3> Continued

No  Domain Indicator Ace 2006 Korean Major Korean Survey for 2010
8 Child Indicator Child and Youth Youth Statistics
Stress evaluation 12-17 338 60.0(15-19)
Suicide rates 1-17 6.4(1-24)
Mel?tall Satisfaction of life 6-17
4 emotional :
well-being  particination of relioi 121 47 4min(weekday)
articipation of religion 7 2 Smin(weekend)
Leisure time 6-17
Nuclear family 82%
Family structure All Stem family 8%
Others 10%
5 Relationship 15.7(30min -) 68.6%
Relationship with parent 6-17 43.6(30min-2hr) (satisfaction/middle
40.62hr +) & highschool student)
Relationship with peer 6-17
Rate of volunteer activity
ial/civi 12-1 2.4 A 8(15-1
6 Soc.1a.l/(;1\./1(; participation 7 5 ssorted data 79.8(15-19)
participation - A
Rate of policy participation ~ 12-17 52
Child mortality All 1016 cases
. 0.1-2.1
Child abuse rates All 3.46 . 5,578cases
(4point sacle)
1.8(9-11
School violence 6-17 113 6180-11) 7.0
5 Safetyfrisky 39.2(12-18)
behavior . Male : 15.7
Smoking rates 12-17 Female © 6.5 8.9
Drinking rates 12-17 285 21.6
Youth birth rates 15-17
Drug abuse rates 12-17
g Housing & Overcrowding All Numbers of room
environment  Environmental problem All House structurefenvironment
Table 39| M= 3H=r9] ofF AW A% FY O 2 AT TR FEAAR Fads
R AFARD G 718 AR ASF ARG FTHLE AR 2010 Fad T BEA
S At AT H2o] obso] A¥S  H'(Statistics Korea, 2010) % A8t A
AABE7] Sake] 2006 Fe] FROFEAR & FAHLE T ARZE 2010 AR
o} 200913 HiE ‘Slarols g AdS Al HEZT A ZAF Ministry of Gender Equity

ZAP (Ministry for Health, Welfare and Family and Family, 2010), 2010 =13 AWAX| AP

Affairs & SNU R&DB Foundation, 2009)S 54 (20100 % A& 7} Aot}
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= AR, oFs9] HukA s HoF7| §e
g9 A7 F9ol 2= = Lol dis 7o

I Q31 (Lee, 2009), 9 7Ho] AUlE T2
Aoy dx] & gslE 71 Soll uidh =
97} o]Fojxof & ZH(Moore, et al., 2007)°]T}.
SEubete] ARl obEAES g ofF
A3} 2006 2] T8 ofF ALY H o
T AAAYA 9 ABole AR "ol sle
U, FAH YEdMe 99 ¥ A g
W-&o] EFtEo] gk o2 ofdUEe]

Children’s Rights Alliance Report Card<= ol
ol ARE Tes] AAstE AoA Yozt
F9e] A% R AAE Fofsia Stk oA
obE el eX 9 7IEely Bt =7
oA BesA T 317] wEel 7hsdt
oz} &t

=4, <o 4 AR /e oA A
SJol i obFol| o3 FHF HrP} T4lol He
78 % (Ben-Arieh, 2008)°]t}. o]= o} tigh 9
AEF AH | Yzt oz BHAA A
#E N Fart vk Ao|thRhee, 2010).
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oo AAE Adst] HshME T7t £
obs A Ao gk wla FA7} dAsi.
njare] A9-ol=, 199430 o571 Aol 3t
BF Ao WEAH EF(Federal Interagency
Forum on Child and Family Statistics)= 7} # 3}
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