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Analysis of the Structural Relationship between Social Relationships, Self Esteem,
Life Satisfaction, and School Adjustment in Early Adolescents*
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ABSTRACT

The main purpose of this study was to analysis of the structural relationship between early
adolescents’ social relationships, self esteem, life satisfaction, and school adjustment. Data harvested
from the Korean Youth Panel Survey 2010 was analyzed by means of Structural Equation Modeling
(SEM). The results indicate that the model is appropriate in terms of goodness of fit and significant
path based on the validation procedure. According to the model, the social relationships have some
degree of influence upon self esteem which then goes on to have a subsequent effect on life
satisfaction; which in turn have a further influence on school adjustment. Social relationships also have
a direct influence on life satisfaction, school adjustment, and self esteem has a direct influence on
school adjustment. The paper concludes with an outline of the implications of the present study for

future studies on this subject.
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<Table 1> Demographic characteristics of the

participants (V= 2,351)

Sex Age(Year)

Male Female 16 15 14 13

N LI77 1,174 4 17 2,064 266
(%) (50.1) (499 (02) (0.7) (87.8) (11.3)
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<Table 2> Construction and reliability of data
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Factors Number Reliability

Social relationships 46 4 sub-factors for relationships of parents, friends, teacher, neighbor .869
Parents 21 Subjective evaluation for perceived their parents monitoring and

intimacy with their parents 855

Friends 14 Subjective evaluation for perceived intimacy with their friends 734

Teacher 5 Subjective evaluation for perceived intimacy with their teacher 832

Neighbor 6 Subjective evaluation for perceived intimacy with their neighbor 723

Self-esteem 6 Subjective evaluation for perceived image about their own self 737

Life satisfaction 5 Subjective evaluation for perceived happiness of their life .822

School adjustment 8 Expectations for positive influence of studying and attending classes ~ .848
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<Table 3> Descriptive statistics by location

Factors Mean SD Skewness Kurtosis

Social relationships 128.053 15.953 073 104

Parents 57.775 9.146 -.109 242

Friends 39.785 4814 .058 .039

Teacher 13.542 3.334 -.156 -.119

Neighbor 16.967 3.427 .066 -.058

Self-esteem 17.394 3.174 -.121 -.150

Life satisfaction 14.697 2.319 -.069 228

School adjustment 23.429 4.133 -421 555
<Table 4> Correlations of social relationships, <Table 5> Fit indices for model

self  esteem, life  satisfaction,  school

adjustment

1-2 1-3 1-4 2 3 4

1-1 255 228 232 343 314 275

1-2 293 248 406 400 398
1-3 333 235 316 446
1-4 241 304 293

2 650 357
3 395
*eep <001,

Note. 1 Social relationships[1-1 parents, 1-2 friends,
1-3 teacher, 1-4 neighbor], 2 self-esteem, 3
life satisfaction, 4 school adjustment
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<Figure 2> Measurement model
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<Table 6> Parameter estimates of model

Unstandardized Standardized

Parameter Error t
values values

Social relationships — Parents 1.000 405 - -
Social relationships — Friends .662 S13 044 15.003#*+
Social relationships — Teacher 514 571 .033 15.495%%+
Social relationships — Neighbor 525 569 .037 14.04 1%+
Social relationships — Self-esteem 370 433 027 13.565%*+
Social relationships — Life satisfaction .197 332 018 10.930%*+
Social relationships — School adjustment 854 766 .066 13.025%*+
Self-esteem — Life satisfaction 321 461 014 22.579%x+
Self-esteem — School adjustment A11 .085 .038 2.935xxx
Life satisfaction — School adjustment .180 .096 .061 2.9435xx
w=p < 01, »p < .001.
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