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Abstract : This study examines how East Asia is represented in US World Geography textbooks and what
kind of cultural and political epistemological frameworks are embedded in those representation focused
on China and Japan. For this, four World Geography textbooks that widely used in public middle school
throughout the State of Connecticut are selected as the major units of analysis and analyzed using content
analysis. The results are as follows. First, The textbooks have the cultural epistemological framework that
East Asia are portrayed not only as homegenous and static world but also as exotic world whose mode of life
is quite different from that the West. Second, China are represented as having more traditional and nega-
tive images, whereas Japan are portrayed as receiving more modern and positive images in the textbooks.
This difference is caused by the relationship between the U.S. and them and imply that the epistemological
framework on East Asia of American can change according to the relationship between the U.S. and East
Asia. Third, the textbooks seem to be dominated by colonialism epistemological framework that emphasize
hierarchical order between the U.S. and East Asia and omit East Asian countries’ contribution to global
cultures and economies as political epistemological framework. These findings suggest the need to investi-

gate the epistemological frameworks underlying World Geography textbooks used Korean classroom about
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neighbor Asia or non-Western societies.

Key Words : World Geography textbooks, Content analysis, East Asia, China, Japan, Epistemological
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Table 1. Traditional and Modern images of China and Japan, £=1} Y=o MEX 2l SICh& 0|0|X|

(unit: number)

China Japan
Textbook names
Tradition Modern Tradition Modern
A) Geography Alive!: Regions and Peoples 7 1 2 5
(B) World Geography and Cultures 5 3 3 5
(C) Exploring our World: People, Places, and Cultures 13 10 5 8
(D) World Explorer People, Places, and Cultures 6 3 2 5
31 17 12 23
Total
48 35
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(Marcherti, 1993; Shah 2003).
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(intertextuailty) il Shc},

2) ‘Japan has little cultural diversity. Most Japanese people
see themselves as a single people, living in a united
country...Japanese books begin at what Westerners would
call the “back” and read through to the “front”(World Ge-
ography and Cultures, 2008, 514-515).

3) ‘Within each East Asia country, people tend to be ethni-
cally similar. In Japan, about 99 percent of the population
is ethnic Japanese and speaks the Japanese language... In
China, the Han ethnic group make up about 92 percent of
the population’, ‘Japanese rooms are used as a living space
during the day and as sleeping areas at night... Living pat-
terns in Japan, grandparents, parents, and children often
lived together in same home’(Exploring our World: People,
Places, and Cultures, 2008, 718, 740).

4) ‘Japan has one of the most homogenous population on the
Earth. Nearly all of the people belong to the same ethnic
group, a group that shares language, religion, and cultural
traditions’, ‘Chinese couples are supposed to wait until
their late twenties to marry’ (World Explorer People, Plac-
es, and Cultures, 2005, 484, 486).

5) “The government rewarded couples who followed the policy
and punished those who did not’ (Geography Alive!: Re-
gions and Peoples, 2011, 435).

6) ‘The new media in China: should the goverment regulate
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it?” (Exploring our World: People, Places, and Cultures,
2008, 729)

7) ‘Since China’s Communist government took power in
1949, it has maintained strict political control...For ex-
ample, in 1989 about 100,000 students and works gathered
in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square to call for democracy. The
government sent troops to break up the peaceful protest.
Thousands of people were killed or injured” (Exploring our
World: People, Places, and Cultures, 2008, 729).

8) ‘Countries around the world have protested the Chinese
government’s harsh treatment of people who criticize it.
They say that Chinese leaders have no respect for human
rights’ (Exploring our World: People, Places, and Cultures,
2008, 729). (D)WIFA = 225t section?] AA 52 ‘unlim-
ited government' & }aL ATH(p.501), ‘Another challenge
China faces is its poor human rights record’ (World ex-
plorer people, place, and cultures, 2005, 504).

9) ‘Japan is very highest standard of living in the world. It has
a highly developed transportation system’, ‘Japan’s econo-
my is the second strongest in the world'(World Geography
and Cultures, 2008, 506, 519).

10) “Today, Japan has the world's second-largest economy af-
ter the United States’, “The people of Japan enjoy both tra-
ditional arts and modern pastimes’ (Exploring our World:
People, Places, and Cultures, 2008, 711, 741).

11) ‘Japanese work at computers in skyscrapers and ride home
on speedy train’ (World explorer people, place, and cul-
tures, 2005, 484).

12) ‘Japanese students dress like students in the United States’
(World Explorer People, Places, and Cultures, 2005, 484).

13) ‘The Japanese enjoy more modern sports as well. The
Japanese adopted baseball from the United States in the
1870s. Since then, it has become widely popular in Japan’
(Exploring our World: People, Places, and Cultures, 2008,
741).

14) ‘Financial aid from the United States helped rebuild
industry’ (World Explorer People, Places, and Cultures,
2005, 507). ‘Japan at first tried to isolate itself from West-
ern influences. Then in 1854 U.S. naval officer Matthew
C. Perry pressured the Japanese to end their isolation and
open their country to foreign trade’, ‘During the Korean
War, Japan and the United States kept close ties. American
troops needed war suppliers, from medicines to truck. To
have a source of suppliers nearby, the United States poured

$3.5 billion into Japan’s factories(Exploring our World:

0= MIAIX|2] watkofl XHetEl SOrAlof

People, Places, and Cultures, 2008, 708, 710).

15) “The indolent sun-loving people of the Southern latitudes
have everywhere proved more easy to dominate than those
nurtured in a cold atmosphere’ (Willinsky, 1999, 142).

16) ‘“The United States influences the new global cultures.
American television, movies, music, fast food, and cloth-
ing styles influence people all over the world” (World Ge-
ography and Cultures, 2008, 46).
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