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Looking into Child-rearing Experience of Mothers from Multicultural
Families through the Grounded Theory Paradigm Model

Oh, Ok Sun Kim, Sung Bong

Dept. of Education, JeJu National Univ. Dept. of Education, JeJu National Univ.

This study was aimed at looking into and understanding child-rearing experience of mothers from
multicultural families based on the grounded theory, one of the qualitative research methods. For this,
twelve mothers from multicultural families were selected and data were collected through in-depth
interviews with them and then analyzed through the open coding, axial coding and selective coding. The
analysis suggested that main phenomena mothers from multicultural families experienced are the conflict
of child-rearing and educational crisis, and the confused identity of parenting. These main phenomena had
much to do with contextual factors such as economic hardship, lower level of the Korean language,
cultural differences, prejudices and ignorance. The severeness of conflict and crisis of child-rearing and the
intensity of identity confusion for parenting depended on arbitral conditions such as family bonds, positive
expectation for the future of their children, and the help of supportive systems. Mothers were dealing
with difficulties of child-rearing through action and interaction of resignation and denial, introspection and
the intention to overcome difficulties, and the capacity building. As a result, mothers from multicultural
families acknowledged that there is a limit to their position and roles they can play and tried to change
in order to resolve problems related to their children, positioning themselves for more active lives in
Korean society. Through discussion based on the findings of the study, this study can help better

understand  child-rearing experience of mothers from multicultural families and suggest several directions

for future researches on multicultural families.

Key words : mothers from multicultural families, child-rearing experience, grounded theory
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