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ABSTRACT

The Analysis of Content Regulation on Social Network Service(SNS):
Focusing on the Problem of Legal and Administrative Regulation

Yong—Suk Hwang™*

Social Network Service(SNS), which are an emerging form of political architecture, have been a political
means to promote civic engagement and shape pubic opinions on social issues. Along with the influence
of SNSs, the governmental control on the dissemination of information over SNSs has increased more
and more.

It would be ideal if the autonomous governance regulates SNSs which facilitate the networks of the
dispersed people. It is the fact, though, that compulsory regulations under which the government controls
impose policy and legal restrictions on political expressions. The current study addresses expressive and
participatory nature embedded in technological characteristics of SNSs and discusses the problems of
content regulations of political expression over SNSs.

First of all, it is analyzed that light touch regulation or light touch monitoring should be applied
to regulating content on SNSs, particularly political expressions. Constitutional Court proclaimed that
legal restrictions on the Internet could infringe basic rights of the people and thus under unambiguous
standards, the Doctrine of Clear and Present Danger should be applied to its content. Second, it is
found that clarifying the definition of illegality in the application of legal restrictions is necessary to
minimize the excessive misleading. Third, it is required that Korea Communications Standards Commission
under the government control needs to change in determining the scope of illegal information. In a
domestic level, there needs to be safeguards for the protection of the self-regulatory organization such
as KISO to guarantee voluntary and autonomous regulatory practices.

Keywords: SNS, Korea Communications Standards Commission, Censorship, Content Regulation
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