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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to find some suggestions for reorganization of contents about particle concept
of matter in Korean science curriculum. For the purpose of this study, authors analyzed features of Korean science
curriculum and compared science curricula of Korea, USA, UK, Japan and Finland. From the result of this study,
authors find some features and important suggestions about reorganization of contents about particle in science
curriculum. First, the sequence of contents about particle concepts in 2009 Revised National Curriculum was
similar to that in the 6th National Science Curriculum. And the feature of 2009 Revised National Curriculum
showed the articulation of contents about particle concept. If contents about particle concept is increased in ele-
mentary science curriculum, the total articulation would be increased. Second, the presenting sequence of atomic
structure-first and laws about atom-later should be changed to laws about atomic-first and atomic structure-later.
This presenting sequence is grounded by science curricula of other countries, history of science and developmen-
tal psychology. And science curriculum of Korea was required specific extended concept statement like science
curricula of USA or UK. Also, Korean science curriculum could benchmark Finnish science curriculum if we
want to develop some integrated learning activities such as those in STS or STEAM program.
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