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A Study on contents related to geography in “Myriad Things” (&%)
of Miscellaneous Explanations of Seongho(Z:&)

Sohn, Yong Taek*
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Abstract : The main objective of this study is to conduct subnational population projections of Korea
based on a Myriad Things” (8471"1), which is part of Seongho’s representative work entitled Miscellaneous
Explanations of Seongho (FEWIIHT), has been in this paper in order to understand Seongho’s “thinking on
geography.” To do so, contents related to geography were selected and these were discussed and interpreted
in terms of the classification system of today’s geographical knowledge. Following is the result of this
research.

First, information on astronomical geography and natural geography such as uplift, tornado, structure of
soil, and the yut board as well as humangeographical topics such as wild ginseng, cigarettes, hot pepper,
traditional fruits and nuts (chestnuts, jujubes, and persimmons), Goryeo paper (Korean paper), mulberry
trees, cotton plants, natural dye, policy about horses, magnetic compass needles, and farming implements
for rice transplantation are mentioned in “Myriad Things” in relation to geography.

Second, the depth of information described varies from topic to topic, but the topics on tornado
and magnetic compass needles, horses, wild ginseng, traditional fruits and nuts, and yu# board are

described in depth and in detail. Third, authenticity of the contents on these topics are “true” insofar as
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bibliographical information and citations are provided for support. Fourth, these topics reflect the interests

and circumstances that are related to the “economic improvement of common people’s livelihood” in

those days, such as agriculture, crops, and transportation of goods. Fifth, the bibliography and citations

explaining all instances reveal that China (Qing) is a great civilization of the advanced world and that the

scholarship of Joseon relied on and accepted it. Sixth, except for horse raising and management, farming

implements for rice transplantation, sericulture, and natural dying of cloth, most of the topics are useful

even today. In short, theres is a profound aspect to the content that makes it possible to estimate the

“geographical thinking.” In general, the focus of the content of this book directly linked to the practical

agricultural economy of the common people.

Key Words : Micellaneous Explanations of Seongho (2 PERT), Myriad Things CEYIF), geographical

thinking, agricultural economy of the common people
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