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Looking for More Space-sensitive Korean Studies

Bae-Gyoon Park*
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Abstract : Korean studies are in crisis because they have fallen prey to the territorial trap associated with
methodological territorialism and methodological nationalism. In order to overcome this situation, this
paper suggests the studies on Korea to be more active in accepting the socio-spatial perspective that
emphasize the inseparability of society and space. In particular, paying special attention to the 4 important
dimensions of socio-spatial relations, such as place, territory, network and scale, it examines the ways in
which these 4 dimensions are overlapped, interconnected and dynamically interacting with one another
from the perspective of “multi-scalar networked territoriality”. In conclusion, I argue that the Korean
studies need to understand the variegated and multi-scalar nature of Korea, a place, which is constituted
through complex interactions among diverse political, social, economic and cultural forces and processes
that operate in various places and at diverse geographical scales.those days, such as agriculture, crops,
and transportation of goods. Fifth, the bibliography and citations explaining all instances reveal that
China (Qing) is a great civilization of the advanced world and that the scholarship of Joseon relied on and
accepted it. Sixth, except for horse raising and management, farming implements for rice transplantation,
sericulture, and natural dying of cloth, most of the topics are useful even today. In short, theres is a
profound aspect to the content that makes it possible to estimate the “geographical thinking.” In general,

the focus of the content of this book directly linked to the practical agricultural economy of the common
people.

Key Words : social space, Korean studies, networked territoriality, place, scale, developmental state
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