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The Characteristics of Mathematical Errors & Discourse in
a Supplementary Class for the Migrant Students from
North Korea

Sang Sook Choi-Koh4

Abstract

This study was designed to find the characteristics of mathematical errors and
discourse in simultaneous equations and inequalities for migrant students from North
Korea. 5 sample students participated, who attended in an alternative school for the
migrant students from North Korea at the study in Seoul, Korea. A total of 8 lesson
units were performed as an extra curriculum activity once a week during the 1st
semester, 2011. The results indicated that students showed technical errors, encoding
errors, misunderstood symbols, misinterpreted language, and misunderstood Chines
characters of Koreans and the discourse levels improved from the zero level to the third
level, but the scenes of the third level did not constantly happen. Nevertheless, the
components of discourse, explanation & justification, were activated and as a result,
evaluation & elaboration increased in ERE pattern on communication.

Key Words: Migrant students from North Korea, Mathematical discourse, Mathematical
error, Discourse level, ERE-pattern, Math-talk learning community.

4) Dankook University (sangch@dankook.ac.kr)
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