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How Do Elementary School Teachers Teach Prediction, Inference,
and Hypothesis?

Yang, llho - Kim, Yeomyung' - Lim, Sungman*
Korea National University of Education - 'Myeongdeok Elementary School

Abstract: The purpose of this study is to investigate the teaching methods of prediction, inference, and
hypothesis. The major data source was gathered by in-depth interview of science teachers (about 50-80 minutes for
each interview). The interviews were conducted using semi-structured interview protocol, which consisted of three
major parts: (1) Teacher's definition of prediction, inferences, hypothesis, (2) Teaching methods of prediction,
inferences, and hypothesis and (3)Reasons of teacher's inaccurate perceptions of prediction, inference, and
hypothesis. All the interviews were audio-taped and transcribed. Topics in the questions were categorized. The results
were as follows: Teachers recognized the importance of prediction, inferences, and hypothesis. But they didn't have
an accurate conception and they have great difficulty in classifying and explaining the prediction, inferences, and
hypothesis. To find out the teaching methods, researcher investigated the inquiry activities, teaching times, usage of
terms, teachers' questions, and teaching difficulties. Reasons for having difficulty were lack of teaching competency,
difficulties from the students, and problems in the present curriculum. Finally, we discovered that the reasons for
teacher's inaccurate perceptions of prediction, inference, and hypothesis were two factors. One is internal factors,
which include the lack of scientific inquiry process skills, burdens of science subject and lack of science education
knowledge. The other is external factors, which include education system for evaluations and lack of teacher
education. In conclusion, this study suggested establishing more elementary teacher education programs that include
strengthened concepts of inquiry process skills and teaching methods.

Key words: science process skills, prediction, inference, hypothesis, elementary teacher
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