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Abstract

ROK Navy’s Role for a Confidence Building and
Mutual Cooperation on the East Asian Sea

Park Young-June®

We are witnessing the growing maritime tension on the East Asian
sea these days. Each naval powers in the region are competing each
other to acquire more advanced naval capabilities,

Based upon the rapid economic development, China is actively
beefing up its naval capabilities and expand its boundary of naval
activities all over the East Asian region, Chinese Navy already unveiled
its expansive naval strategy replacing the traditional concept of
‘Near—Sea Defense’ with the new concept of ‘Far—Sea Defense
strategy.

In response to potential rival's naval build up, the U.S. is
redeploying its naval forces focusing on the Asia—Pacific region, The
U.S. enhances its joint naval exercises with the countries in the region,
such as Japan, India, Australia and so on. In addition, Washington is
devising new naval strategy under the concept of ‘Air—Sea Battle to
deter Peking's so—called ‘Anti—Access/ Area Denial(A2AD) strategy.

As a close ally of the U.S., Japan also disclosed its clear intention
to strengthen the Maritime Self Defense Force(MSDF)'s capabilities by
introducing the new concept of ‘Dynamic Defense Force in 2011, Under
the new concept, JMSDF is pursuing the additional acquisition of
submarines, quasi—aircraft carriers, Aegis—equipped destroyers, etc.

Under the new president's strong leadership, Russia is also

invigorating the naval build—up. Especially, Russia is fortifying the

* Professor, Korea National Defense University
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Pacific Fleet's naval assets by deploying new—type of naval ships such
as the Mistral which was imported from France,

In the midst of competitive naval build—up among the major naval
powers in the region, we are observing the growing maritime conflicts
on the East China Sea as well as South China Sea, Those naval
conflicts can pose severe threats to our national interests, Maritime
conflicts on the East or South China Sea can imperil our sea lanes
which will be indispensible for national economic development.
Neighboring countries’ maritime conflicts also will cast an uncertainty
on the path to mobilize international cooperation to resolve the North
Korean issues,

We should contribute to ease the maritime tension in the region by
various ways, First, we should actively galvanize the bilateral maritime
dialogue among the major naval powers in the region, Second, we also
should take the lead to form a multilateral maritime cooperation
mechanism in the region, Above all, we should set the aim to be a
peaceful maritime power who can contribute to a building of stable

maritime order in the region with a considerable naval power,



