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Abstract

Extending Plans of the Role of ROK Navy
vis—a-vis the Expansion of Maritime Security
Threats

Kil Byung-ok *

Northeast Asia has a multi—layered security structure within which
major economic and military powers both confront one another and
cooperate at the same time, Major regional powers maintain mutually
cooperative activities in the economic sphere while competing one
another in order to secure a dominant position in the politico—military
arena.

The multifarious threats, posed by the North Korea’s nuclear
development, territorial disputes, and maritime demarcation line issues
demonstrate that Northeast Asia suffers more from military conflicts
and strifes than any other region in the world.,

Specifically, major maritime security threats include North Korea's
nuclear proliferation and missile launching problems as well as military
provocations nearby the Northern Limit Line(NLL) as witnessed in the
Cheonan naval ship and Yeonpyong incidents,

The ROK Navy has been supplementing its firm military readiness
posture in consideration of North Korea's threats on the NLL, It has
performed superb roles in defending the nation and establishing the
Navy advanced and best picked, It also has been conducive to defend
the nation from external military threats and invasion, secure the sea
lanes of communications, and establish regional stability and world

peace,

* Professor, Chungnam National Univeristy
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In order to effectively cope with the strategic environment and
future warfares, the ROK Navy needs to shift its military structure to
one that is more information and technology intensive, In addition, it
should consolidate the ROK—-US alliance and extend military cooperative
measures with neighboring countries in the Asia—Pacific region,
Evolved steadily for the last 60 years, the ROK—US alliance format has
contributed to peace and security on the Korean peninsula and in the
Northeast Asian region,

In conclusion, this manuscript contends that the ROK Navy should
strive for the establishment of the following: (1) Construction of Jeju
Naval Base; (2) Strategic Navy Equipped with War Deterrence
Capabilities; (3) Korean—type of System of Systems: (4) Structure,
Budget and Human Resources of the Naval Forces Similar to the
Advanced Countries; and (5) Strategic Maritime Alliance and Alignment

System as well as Domestic Governance Network for the Naval Families,

Key Words: Northeast Asian Security Structure, Maritime Security
Threats, ROK—US Alliance, Strategic ROK Navy, Northern

Limit Line



