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Abstract

The Impacts on SLOC Security to Korea's
National Economy

Lee Choon-Kun®

It is a commons sense that the Republic of Korea is a maritime
state that depends its survival on International Trade and International
Economy, Korea was a peninsula and do it can be both maritime and
continental state by its choice, However, after the national division in
1945, South Korea had became a virtual island and pursue a maritime
way for national development in the past 60 plus years,

Now, South Korea is becoming a world's 12 th largest major trading
and maritime state, South Korea has far more ships per capita than
any other nations in the world and its economy is heavily depend upon
the imports and exports with other nations in the world that pass
through the oceans,

Therefore, the Koreans regard the security of the sea lanes of
communication as vital to the survival of the nation, The SLOC is the
life line for Republic of Korea, Since the early 1990s, immediately after
the Cold War was over, South Koreans began to recognize the
importance of Sea Routes and thus began to build a navy that can
handle with the new problems of the post Cold War era,

However, the maritime security environments of the Republic of
Korea today is shaky and dangerous, Almost every water near the
Korean peninsula, some kind of international confrontations are going

on, Territorial disputes on Dok do, Senkaku, Scarbrough, Shisha,

* Senior Research Fellow, Korea Institute for Maritime Strategy /Korea Economic
Research Institute
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Nansha and Eodo between and among Korea, Japan, China, Taiwan,
Phillipines, Indonesia and Vietnam are the examples,

In this essay, the author argues that the S, Korean efforts and
capabilities to deal with these challenges are not enough and exhorts

more efforts and more powerful navy for the Korean people,



