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Changing to Positive Ethics in Hospital Nurses through
‘Theatre of Situations’
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Purpose: This study was done to examine changes towards positive ethics in registered nurses working in
hospitals who took part in performing 'theatre of situations' in terms of issues of nursing ethics. Methods: This
research was conducted with one-group pretest-posttest design. The sample, 232 registered nurses, voluntarily
participated in a contest of ‘Theatre of Situations’ with themes of nursing ethics hosted by Hospital Nurses
Association of Korea on September 8, 2011. For this contest, eight nursing situational scenario regarding ethical
issues or dilemma were created. The theatre of situation was performed by volunteer nurses over a period of
160 minutes. Data were collected before and after the performance using 10 items to measure Positive Ethics.
Item internal consistency had a Cronbach'’s alpha in this study of .716. Results: Before the theatre of situations
was performed, the mean (+standard deviation) level of positive ethics was 2.34 (+.37). For the nurses who
participated, there was a significant increase in the degree of positive ethics after the theatre of situations (2.62
+.36, p <.001). Conclusion: This result implies that indirect experiences such as ‘theatre of situations’ in terms
of ethical issues, created as well as performed, is effective for registered nurses in changing their ethical

perspective positively and in realizing ethical ideals.
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H 4, tiMxfe| odt™ EMo)| IIE 2™ 2|2 xto|Ant (N=232)
S = yE= = 3= ™ S x|
=2 EN
M=*SD tor F (o) M=*SD tor F (o) M=*SD tor F (o)
k) o/ 2.35+0.37 0.175 2.63%0.35 1.207 0.28+0.31 1.114
A 2.32+0.42 (.861) 2.45+0.41 (.229) 0.14%0.25 (267)
SE 254 o] 3} 2.26%0.38 15.737 2.57+0.38 7.677 0324031 1.819
26~354" 2244031 (<.001) 2.5240.37 (<.001) 0.28+0.35 (.165)
364 o4 251+0.33 a,b<c 2741028 b<c 0.2240.26
HEey 3R &4° 231+0.37 6.676 2544036 6.034 0.24+031 1.333
447 29 2.26+0.36 (<.001) 2.56%0.39 (<.001) 0.31%0.34 (.266)
T3+l o] A 2.53+0.31 a,b,<c 2.78+0.25 a,b<c 0.25£0.27
B 23 9l 2.29+0.36 -1.649 2.58+0.36 -1.189 0.290+0.31 0.512
23 9 2374037 (.101) 2.64%0.36 (.236) 0.2740.32 (.609)
Ha9 AFEEdEY 2.28%0.35 -3.03 2.60%0.38 -0.954 0.31%0.32 223
TEHY 243%0.37 (.003) 2.6510.34 (.341) 0.22£0.29 (.027)
Tt 54 ojqE 2.22%+0.35 19.775 2.55%0.36 7.520 0.34%0.31 4235
5~154 m|ul” 2.29+0.31 (<.001) 2.55+0.42 (.001) 0.26+0.38 (.043)
154 o]AF 2.53+0.32 ab<c 2.74+0.28 ab<c 0.20%0.25
<R E SLIL S 2.35£0.37 0.528 2.62+0.36 0.373 0.2840.32 1.725
A 2.33%0.35 (.664) 2.66+0.37 (.772) 0.33%+0.35 (.163)
b)) 2.49+0.35 2.55+0.37 0.06+0.21
EF7EEA 2.32%0.38 2.5940.35 0.26%0.28
2] 9] A7+ A} 2.24+0.36 -5.073 2544038 -3.837 0.30%0.33 1.592
WA TLS AT o] AF 2.48+0.33 (<.001) 2.72+0.31 (<.001) 0.24%+0.29 (.113)
o|XAE I 23240236 -0.469 2.63%0.34 2.100 0.32+0.31 3.222
By 2.35+0.36 (.640) 250+0.41 (.037) 0.141+0.31 (.001)
tegE e 7 2.3620.39 1.148 2.62%037 0.351 0.26+0.28 -0.838
7T 2.31+0.32 (.252) 2.60%0.33 (.726) 0.3010.36 (.403)
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ZoAz; 2.33%0.36 (.888) 2.59%0.36 (.639) 0.28+0.28 (.936)
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