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Introduction of a System for a Sustainable Ecotourism and

International Cooperation
- Focusing on the Korea-China-Japan Ecotourism Certification/Designation System -

Choi, Hee-Sun - Kim, Hyun-Ae

Division of Environment Assessment Research, Korea Environment Institute

ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to establish ecotourism as an introduction to sustainability and international cooperation. As
a plan to retain the original meaning of ecotourism, the introduction of a program to certify/designateecotourism is being
vitalized in many countries around the world. In Korea as well, an agenda to the introduction of an “Ecotourism Designation
System,”which aims to ensure the quality of ecotourism at a certain level, was submitted by the Ministry of Environment
to the National Assembly in June 2011, and the promotion for a demonstration program is planned this year to introduce
the system. Japan has been carrying out the certification systems Good Eco-tour, which certifies the sustainability of ecotourism
providers and accommodations since 2006, respectively, and has been securing the sustainability of ecotourism by enactment
in 2008, as the world’s first law to promote ecotourism. And the second general conference of the first Global Partnership
for Sustainable Tourism(GPST) was held in Korea in March 2012, particularly, there was an agreement that the promotion
of Asia and the Pacific Area Network for sustainable tourism would center around Korea, and accordingly, it is expected
that Korea’s status as a core country for ecotourism in the Asia-Pacific Area will increase. While the demand for an approach
to natural resources is rapidly increasing, we should be active in providing an institutional strategy such as a designation
system to secure the sustainability of ecotourism and seeking a plan for cooperation and network vitalization in the Asia-Pacific
Area where similar natural resources and cultures are shared.

Key Words: GPST(Global Partnership for Sustainable Tourism) ASTN(Asia-Pacific Sustainable Tourism Network),
Sustainability of Ecotourism, Wise Use, Natural Resources Management
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