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Effects of the Urban Farm Program on the Participants' Sense of Community
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ABSTRACT

This study investigated the effects of urban farm program on the participants’ sense of community. Three public urban
farms in Seoul were selected and surveyed. The results were as follows: First, the effects of the urban farm program on
the sense of community were verified by a multifaceted analysis. There were significant differences in the interaction and
sense of community between urban farms with and without regular programs. Program participants showed higher level
of activity, interaction and sense of community compared to non-participants. Program participation was the most important
factor in the path analysis. Second, the number of participating group, residential ownership and duration were important
factors in the sense of community. This implies that urban farm programs should target house owners with long duration,
in particular socially disadvantaged classes such as single-family and elderly household. Third, diverse cultural programs
related to the regional society gained higher satisfaction than the simple agricultural educational programs.

Key Words: Urban Agriculture, Sense of Community, Urban Farm Program, Path Analysis
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