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ABSTRACT

Television Viewing in the Post-TV Era:
An In—-depth Interview Study of Young People’s Television Experiences

Dong—Hoo Lee®

Over the last ten years, media convergence and multiple platform expansion have affected the ways
that people watch conventional television. In the post-TV era, the growing use of the Internet and
mobile multi-media devices, such as smart phones, as well as the availability of abundant television
content, allows television consumption to be more personalized, diversified, and linked with various media
activities, especially social media uses. This study attempts to examine how television viewing experiences
have been transformed with the development of the trans-media uses. Based on Walter J. Ong’s concept
of relation-ism, which posits that new media transform the meanings and relevance of old media rather
than making old media obsolete, this study will pay particular attention to how the cultural meanings
of television viewing have been redefined in the post-TV era. For the examination, this study has looked
at concrete cases of the television viewing experiences of 29 young people in their twenties. Based on
in-depth interview data, this study discusses the newly emerging characteristics of television viewing,
its temporal and spatial experiences, and the significance of television as a medium and as a social place.

Keywords: Post-TV Era, Television, Individualized Viewing, Social Viewing, In-depth Interview Study
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