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ABSTRACT

Structural Features of Korean Legislative Communication:
Focus on the U.S. Beef Imports Bill Evaluations from
Legislative Expert Groups

*

Wan—Soo Lee" * Chan—Souk Kim™ * Min—Kyu Lee™

Legislation needs to be understood within a political, societal relationship among lawmaking bodies
rather than by legal provision itself. In order to examine features and functions of communication in
the process of legislation, this study conducted focus group interviews with experts as well as in-depth
individual interviews. The result of this research as follows: First, the study found that although the
domestic legislative process has been made by active interactions among lawmaking subjects, it was
hard to conclude that this procedure is providing effective and productive legislative agenda because
of chaotic communications made along the process. Second, the study found that national legislative
process has been gradually moving, although restricted, to an open political space, the National Assembly,
from a closed space, the executive branch. Third, the study found a remarkable feature including growing
influence of experts groups and civic organizations in the legislative process. It is a significant change
that legislative staff such as National Assembly aides, investigators, expert committeemen and deputy

1)

director generals played a role of “insiders,” unnoticeably influencing the legislative process, and that
civic organizations and NGOs, which have been excluded in the previous legislative processes, emerged
as a new influencing circle in the process. Lastly, the study found that media organizations, in the
process of developing agenda, had a strong impact on the National Assembly as a subject forming
public issues and as a messenger of the legislative agenda while they played a limited role in affecting
the government. This study discusses why communication in the domestic legislative process is important

and what are some hindering and facilitating factors in the process.

Keywords: Legislative Proposal, Lawmaking Body, Legislative Communication, Political Agenda, Two-way

Communication
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