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ABSTRACT

Journalist Song Kun—-Ho’s Ideas of Korean Journalism

Su—Jeong Kim® * Jin—Ro Lee™

The purpose of this study is to explore the journalist Song Kun-Ho’s ideas of Korean Journalism.
The journalist Song Kun-Ho was born in 1926 and passed away in 2001. He became a reporter in
1953 when he was a student at department of law of Seoul National University. He has worked for
several media and resigned the executive editor at the Dong Ah Ilbo in 1975. At that time, while
many reporters of the Dong Ah Ilbo struggled for the freedom of the press, he tried to protect reporters
and independence of media. After his resignation of the executive editor, he wrote many columns and
several books for Korean nationalism and the democracy of journalism. Instead of working for the
authoritarian military regime, he chose a lonely and rough life as an intellectual journalist in action.
Finally, he, as a president, established the Hankyoreh daily newspaper which was funded by tens of
thousands citizens. He passed away in 2001. His ideas of Korean journalism are nationalism, democracy,
and independency. These ideas are very important to restore democratic journalism which has been at
risk during the Lee Myung-bak administration.

Keywords: Song Kun-Ho, Ideas of Journalism, Nationalism, Democracy, Independency
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